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FOREWORD 


Almost every family has a button box that may, un- 
beknown to them, hold valuable specimens much sought 
after by collectors whose hobby follows this fast grow- 
ing fad. Collecting stamps, coins, books, autographs, 
and other material has been in vogue for many years. 
In the past few years button collecting has come to the 
forefront by leaps and bounds. Much credit for the 
growth of the hobby is given to the popular magazine, 
Hobbies, which publishes a department on the subject 
every month. This department contains scores of ad- 
vertisements of collectors and dealers offering to buy, 
sell, and trade. 


Buttons have been a useful accessory of the human 
race ever since we have had a record of history. They 
represent amazing beauty in art and design. Many of 
them are of historical significance. These particularly 
have considerable value. In medieval times, buttons 
denoted a certain rank. Among the nobility, only those 
of a certain cast could wear buttons of a given design. 
During the crusades buttons came into especial import- 
ance because of their heroic design. Ever since that 
period military buttons have been much sought after 
among collectors. 


The first bit of information to pass out to the novice 
is the fact that ordinary buttons, such as: coat, dress, 
and pants buttons, have no value to collectors any more 
than common stamps, coins, or books, or the autographs 
of ordinary people. 


While many buttons were made in mass production 
and a great many made alike, they were not, of course, 
made in the tremendous quantities that stamps and 
coins were minted. Sometimes identical buttons will be 
found by collectors hundreds of miles apart, which shows 
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that they came from the same factories and the same 
dies. However, buttons of similar size and design are 
given the same classification and will bring approxi- 
mately the same price. 


As mentioned, the prices given in this catalogue are 
along the lines of actual sales, many of them at public 
auction. The fact that buttons do bring these surprising 
prices is a God-send to many a woman who finds a few 
much needed dollars in her old button box. Those who 
started collecting early should not complain of advanced 
prices because they have made a profit on their original 
investment. All the early collectors can sell their col- 
lections for much more than they paid for them. 


There are still bargains to be picked up as there are 
millions of homes yet in the country which contain but- 
tons and the owner has no idea of their value. I knew 
a woman who had among her possessions two sheets of 
Columbian Exposition stamps. She called in a buyer 
who told her he could not use so many but would take 
them at a 10% discount. She thought that was not bad 
and sold them. They were worth at least five times 
what she got for them. I never thought it was quite 
right to get fine buttons away from old ladies who are 
actually in need of a quarter, for a few cents. A con- 
scientious collector is always willing to give a fair price 
to get a nice collection, even though the seller has no 
idea of the value. 


Any number of people have given valuable buttons 
away and did not realize it. Scores of collectors have 
told us that when they first started collecting, their 
neighbors and friends gave them button boxes or but- 
ton strings that were worth from $1 to $50, and the 
donors thought they were valueless! Had lots of women 
known the value of their button boxes, they would have 
retained them and perhaps started a collection. 
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Classifications 


The National Button Show recognizes and gives 
prizes—first, second, third, and honorable mention—in 
the following classifications: 


BIRDS 

MINIATURES 

DRAGONS 

ANIMALS 

FLOWERS 

INSECTS 

MARINE 

MYTHOLOGICAL CHARACTERS, including fairy 
tales and fables 

BUILDINGS and SCENES 

ENAMELED and HAND PAINTED 

SEMI-PRECIOUS (Ivory, jade, quartz, inlaid mosaic, 
paper weight) 

INLAID and LAMINATED 

GLASS and CALICO 

HISTORICAL (Daguerreotype buttons will be in- 
cluded) 

NAVAL, MILITARY & GOVERNMENTAL 

OTHER UNIFORM 

HEADS 

PEARLS 

~ SPORTING 

JEWELED 

METALLIC 

JET 

CLOTH 

HANDS 

MISCELLANEOUS (Any entry not included in the 
above named classification) 


Explanation: By Miniatures is meant very small buttons from 
the size of a large pin head to possibly the size of a navy bean. 
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Calico means the old buttons in vogue fifty to seventy-five years 
ago, made to match designs and colors of calico. 


Jeweled means that there are synthetic jewels, inlaid or inset in 
the button. 


Inlaid and Laminated means that one material is inset or one 
material is soldered or processed on to another material, giving it a 
two-tone or two-colored effect. 


Oriental does not necessarily mean made in the Orient, but of 
Oriental design. 


Hand painted means buttons that are made in blank and later 
decorated by hand. A lady who was presented to the Court of St. 
James had four beautiful buttons on her dress. On these were hand 
painted pictures of Queen Victoria. Similar buttons are decorated 
with flowers and other designs. 


Historical: These include buttons made at the time of a presiden- 
tial inauguration or coronation, building dedication, World’s Fair, 
historical event or period. During the Civil War the daguerreotypes 
were quite a fad. The fronts were hinged to open so that a minia- 
ture daguerreotype picture could be inserted. Many of these con- 
tained pictures of sweethearts, but most of them, and the most valu- 
able, contained pictures of Civil War Generals. These are among the 
best historical buttons. 
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Collectors 


There are several thousand button collectors in the 
United States, many of them wealthy people. Most 
button collectors, of course, are women, but there are a 
surprising number of men among them. All the but- 
ton auctions are run by men and many dealers are 
men. Collectors in buttons specialize like collectors in 
coins or stamps or books. Some coin collectors collect 
only gold; others specialize in half dollars, others paper 
money and others different branches of numismatics. 
Stamp collectors select a special collection generally. 
They usually specialize in United States Commemora- 
tives, Revenues, Latin American, British Colonials, or 
one of the numerous branches of philately. 


It might be mentioned here that scientific names are 
given various groups of collectors; such as the book col- 
lectors, bibliophiles; coin collectors, numismatists; stamp 
collectors, philatelists; but no name has been found as 
yet to fit button collectors. Some have been dubbed 
“Buttonaires,”’ ‘Button Bugs,’ and other names, but 


- these are nick names and are not taken seriously. 


Most men collectors go in for uniform buttons—naval, 
military, and governmental particularly. Others go in 
for obsolete uniform buttons such as those of defunct 
railroads, or those worn by watchmen, runners for banks 
that no longer exist, or similar institutions of the past. 
Men also like sporting buttons—those containing heads 
of horses and other animals are much sought after. These 
collectors will pay several dollars for a good one, 


Most valuable buttons that women seek are the 
classics, including mythological characters, such as Atlas, 
Hercules, Diana, and all the others. Similar groups in- 
clude the story buttons, such as scenes depicting Robin 
Hood, Jeanne de Arc, Romeo and Juliet, etc. 
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For a very beautiful display, that is of interest to 
your friends, jeweled buttons make a nice hobby. They 
are not expensive as they have been made in mass pro- 
duction in later years and do not cost as much as the 
rare old historical buttons. 


If you take up the button hobby, there are many 
local clubs that you can contact, or other collectors who 
would help you organize a club. Usually information of 
this kind will be gladly furnished you by Hobbies Mag- 
azine, published in Chicago. The National Button Club 
has members in all the states. They have their annual 
meeting at the National Button Show. It is estimated 
that there are five thousand serious collectors of buttons 
at this time. By that expression we mean those who 
are actually in the market for buying good buttons at 
good prices. Of course, the number of inactive button 
boxes that are dormant collections are unnumbered. 


Some collectors object to buttons rising in price above 
twenty-five to fifty cents. They say it will kill the hobby, 
but the rule of supply and demand has already worked 
that out. If someone finds a rare button that someone 
else wants he will naturally get more for it. A woman 
writes the author that her husband says no button is 
worth over $1. ‘‘But,’’ she continues, “since anything is 
worth what you can get for it, buttons will continue to 
sell for $1 and more. I have paid $3 for paper weight 
buttons and have bought one nearly as nice for 50c. A 
square button with a brass head and ivory background 
cost me 50c, but I would not sell it for a great deal more 
than that.” 
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Dealers 


There are specialized dealers in your part of the 
country who will buy buttons at all times, either single 
or in collections. In your locality almost any antique 
dealer is buying buttons and he will readily make you 
an offer. You have very few articles in your possession 
that has as ready a sale as buttons. Remember again, 
that common buttons are not collection material. Of 
course, dealers are in business to sell at a profit and can- 
not be expected to pay as much as collectors. Naturally, 
if you locate a collector, he will pay considerably more. 
However, while collectors will pay a big price for the 
specimen they are looking for, they will not give any- 
thing for those they do not want, because, as a rule, they 
have not time to dispose of them. 


If your local antique dealer doesn’t buy buttons, he 
always knows other dealers who specialize in them. The 
prices given here are not what dealers will pay, but what 
collectors will have to pay. According to the rarity of 
a button, our quoted prices may be low. On the other 
hand, some may seem high, but, as a whole, the prices 
are very accurate values. 


To use an analogy, the stamp business is conducted 
on the basis of Scott’s Stamp Catalogue quotations. <A 
dealer will quote, for instance, 25% less than catalogue 
price, or he will advertise that he has a supply of cer- 
tain stamps that he will sell at catalogue value. Others 
might be quoted at 10% over catalogue. Naturally gen- 
eral conditions have a bearing on prices. If business 
is good and people have plenty of money, they will pay 
more. If general conditions are a little off, the buyer will 
naturally take advantage of that. 
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The National Button Show 


The National Button Show is held every year in the 
Stevens Hotel, Chicago, the second week in November. 
Special trays are provided costing $1 each. They are 
lined with purple plush, about the size of a standard 
jeweler’s tray. The bottoms are removable so that they 
can be fastened or changed as desired. These trays are 
standard for the show. They are also handy for keeping 
the finer buttons on display in your home. A heavy 
cellophane cover makes them dust-proof and guards 
against handling in the show. 

Entry fee is usually seventy-five cents per tray which 
includes a ticket of admission good for all the sessions 
of the show. Besides the prizes and classifications as 
outlined, special cash prizes are given for the best single 
button in the show; also the best and largest entry. But- 
ton collectors attend from the Atlantic to the Pacific. 
Almost every state is represented. Many wealthy women 
have found button collecting an interesting pastime. At 
the same time the average woman who indulges in but- 
ton collecting finds that it is not an expense, but an in- 
vestment. Those who have gone into the hobby early 
have already made a small fortune in increased values. 
The hobby is still in its infancy and those starting now 
will find profitable buys among neighbors who are un- 
aware of the valuable buttons to be found in the old 
button box. 

The best way to get a good knowledge of button col- 
lecting, is to attend the National Button Show. There 
you will meet the button collectors, the authors of books, 
and the best authorities on the subject. You will see 
the most exquisite buttons imaginable; many of them 
will take your breath away. You will see how highly 
specialized many of the experts are, and you will not 
wonder that such collectors will pay prices quoted here 
for a specimen. 

A visit to the show will be greatly enjoyed and will 
be a memorable event in your lifetime. 
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Buttons from celebrities were at one time quite a 
hobby but has since been largely discarded. Most of 
the specimens were ordinary clothes buttons, having no 
value from the standpoint of art or history. This type 
of collecting has possibilities, and could come back in a 
big way if each celebrity had a special type of button 
design with his or her name on the back or front. These 
buttons, of course, would have to be beautifully designed, 
to reflect the personality of the actor. 

This group of buttons belongs to Mrs. E. E. Shauer, 
New York, N. Y. The cards lined up at the top of the 
sofa are autographed by Hollywood Stars and each card 
also has a button from the star. 
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This picture shows a general collection of buttons. It 
is in the home of Mrs. J. P. Kidder of Illinois. Like most 
button collectors, Mrs. Kidder started making novelties 
on cards. Usually that was a matter of color matching 
and, mostly, ordinary buttons were used. This hobby is 
not recognized in the National Button Show and is given 
little consideration by various button clubs. It is con- 
sidered more of a handicraft than serious collecting of 
artistic designs. From the cards it can be seen that Mrs. 
Kidder had begun to classify. Most button collectors 
started in this way, but after getting more information, 
they follow the accepted standardized lines. 
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Mrs. Nona Webster, Illinois, with some of her 10,000 buttons which 
have all been mounted. Mrs. Webster has fashioned some of her 
specimens into candlestick holders, paperweights, and bookends. A 
wood foundation covered with putty is used. The buttons are ar- 
ranged in the putty and the whole is varnished as soon as dry. Then 
a varnish is added for a preservative. It will be noted that Mrs. 
Webster has also made a bouquet of buttons. 


Common buttons should be used for this form of a home hobby. 
Many valuable collector’s buttons, some worth $1 each, have been 
ruined by being used in such handicraft pieces. 


ART AND BEAUTY IN BUTTONS 
RECEIVING RECOGNITION 


One of the recent exhibits featuring buttons is a large New 
York City department store window. 
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This picture, a collection by Will Shepler of Bloom- 
ington, Illinois, shows the second stage of collecting. It 
will be noted that Mr. Shepler has selected only classical 
buttons—those showing design and workmanship—and 
has nicely framed a collection. However, these buttons 
are not classified according to accepted standards. This 
type would compare with people who have some good 
stamps from the United States mixed with good stamps 
from other countries. All good, but not properly classi- 
fied. 
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BUTTON CLASSICS 
(See opposite page) 
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BUTTON CLASSICS 
(See opposite page) 


This group shows real button classics, sometimes 
known as story buttons and are one of the most valuable 
groups. Most buttons of this type are quite old, having 
been made seventy-five to one hundred years ago. These 
illustrations are from the book, Button Classics by L. 
Erwina Couse, Saugerties, New York, and Margaret 
Maple, Ossining, New York. These authors are two of 
the most outstanding authorities on the subject. The 
book is much sought after by advanced collectors. They 
also conduct an appraisal service at a small fee. 


Estimated button values from the collection-of Mrs. George 
R. Schroedinger, Columbus, Ohio. 


SPORTING BUTTONS 
(See opposite page) 
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Sporting Buttons 


(See opposite page) 


Sporting buttons are among the most valued. The Na- 
tional Button Show classifies this type with the animal 
or zoo group. Dog and horse buttons are particularly 
sought after, and according to material, collectors will 
pay one to three dollars for them. The larger buttons 
of this group are valued at $1.50 each; the smaller 
seventy-five cents to one dollar each. This group is 
from the book Button Collecting, by Polly Crummett, 
which sells for $1.50. 


In making up a sporting tray, keep it as true to life 
as possible. Don’t put a razorback hog in it. Hunters 
don’t kill razorbacks, but a wild boar is properly a 
sporting item. Elephants are used for hunting, but 
judges would dock you in a show for just having the 
head of an elephant. Find an elephant equipped with 
canopy and seat like those used in hunting tigers in 
India. If you put a dog in it, be sure he is a hunting 
breed. Be sure likewise of your birds. Don’t put a do- 
mestic turkey in a sporting tray. 


The more you can arrange your tray like actual hunt- 
ing scenes, and the nearest in proportion you can get 
them, the closer you will come to winning a prize. A large 
button showing a man shooting should be arranged with 
a very small bird on the wing a little distance away. A 
small rabbit button should be placed at the side of a 
larger hound. This makes a clever arrangement and 
the judges will realize you went to great lengths to get 
these buttons in order to get the proper effect and per- 
spective. . 


Opposite page: A group of Sporting Buttons as illustrated 
in Polly Crummett’s book “Button Collecting.” $1.50. 
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Buttons from collection of Mrs. Louis H. Brown, Massa- 
chusetts. Illustrations draw by Miss Dorothy Foster Brown, 
daughter. Average value of such buttons 25c. 


Enamels 
and 


Hand Painted 


This group consists of five Limoges enamel buttons of 
famous women. Each has a different colored background 
with a scroll design of gold enamel around the edge. 


They are: Madame Du Barry, (1) white hair, in light 
blue dress, against a dark blue background. Hortense 
Bonaparte, (2) white dress, rose background. Empress 
Josephine, (8) white and rose dress, dark green back 
ground. Madame Recamier, (4) white hair, yellow dress, 
turquois background. Madame Pompadour, (5) white hair, 
orchid dress, ruby-red background. Value $3.50 each. 


The buttons are illustrated from the collection of Nellie 
P. Van Buskirk, first president of the National Button So- 
ciety. 
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Enamels and Hand Painted 
(Continued) 


In this category will be found some of the most elabo- 
rate and expensive buttons. Both enameled and hand 
painted is necessarily hand work. It is impossible to stamp 
out duplicate buttons from dies in this classification. 


Among the most desirable of these are the miniature 
paintings that were originally expensive. They are the 
only buttons that bring less as a collector’s item than they 
originally cost. It would cost probably $5 to $10 each to 
have these little miniatures painted. They are worth $2 to 
$5 as a collector’s item. The small type enamel bring 50c 
to $1 according to size and beauty of design. 


Below, left: French Revolutionary button, has hand- 
painted decoration on under side of glass; its French in- 
scription translated means “Faithfully serve the State,” 
copper mounting. 


Below, right: French button, 18th century, guache and 
paper applique. The scene depicts a hot-air ballon ascen- 
sion. It is under glass and has a copper mounting. Both 
of these could also be included in historical classification. 
Value $5. 


Bt 


Porcelain buttons are included 
in this classification. Often these 
are made of Wedgewood, Dresden, 
Limoges or Staffordshire. Here is 
one of Wedgwood, has bright, 
Shiny metal border, copper rim 
and mounting. Value $3. 


Limoges enamel, very dark red 
background, white masque with 
touches of gold. Value $3. 


Early Victorian, hand painted 
on porcelain, dog’s head illustra- 
tion, black background, metal rim. 
Value $3. 
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Daguerreotype Buttons 


This cut shows four paperweight buttons which are 
valued from $2 to $3 each. It also shows the rare Da- 
guerreotype buttons which belong in the historical class- 
ification. These are often found with pictures of the 
Civil War Generals inserted under the blanks. In other 
times they contained pictures of sweethearts or relatives. 
The latter are not so valuable. They are worth about 
$1 each. The Civil War Generals are worth $2 or more 
each. 


Small Millvale miniatures: these are the very small- 
est type of the paper weight family. Naturally being so 
small, the artist did not have much chance to get the 
brilliant design shown in the larger buttons or the regu- 
lar paper weights. These buttons bring $1 to $2. 
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Netsukes 


While these Japanese ornamental objects could be 
used for buttons, they are really not buttons. They are 
usually made of carved ivory, some of them dating back 
hundreds of years. They are really made for draw 
strings on a kimono, or a loose fitting gown. They have 
usually two holes through the back through which the 
strings are drawn. They are often found in button col- 
lections, but are mostly desired by specialized netsuke 
collectors. The National Button Show recognizes them 
in the semi-precious classification. They are worth from 


$1 to $5. — 


Netsukes from the collec- 
tion of Mrs. Van Buskirk, 
Columbus, Ohio. 
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The Lohengrin 
Button 


Classified under classic, 
story or music. 


Valued at $2.00. 


One of the most fascinating accounts of the pleasure 
a person gets out of button collecting was printed not long 
ago in Hobbies Magazine. It was a story full of human 
interest by Clara L. Emerick, in part as follows: 


Surrounded by various copies ef Hobbies, mytholo- 
gies, books of famous old legends, Britannicas, button clip- 
pings and with good old Noah Webster at my elbow I 
set to work on my most intriguing button. It is a large 
dress-button which, I was told by its donor, had adorned a 
gay hunting-jacket many years ago. It is nearly an inch 
and three-quarters across its middle; its pewter design is 
applied on a flat pewter button-foundation by means of two 
pewter cleats; it is sturdy and beautiful and in perfect 
condition. 


This interesting design is of a knight of old arrayed in 
all the glory of his legendary times. He stands—my bright 
and shining knight—in the very act of arriving. But where 
is he arriving? That is the question. 


Our radio was tuned softly to the regular Saturday 
afternoon broadcast of the Metropolitan Opera. Suddenly 
I became conscious of the pleasant voice of Milton Cross 
commenting on the “Swan Knight,” and I knew immediate- 
ly that my detective work was over. The “Swan Knight.” 
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Why, there he was before me — Lohengrin — the “Swan 
Knight.”” He had been vaguely familiar to me since the 
minute he had come into my eager possession. Where 
were my wits? And I had a right to ask it. 


There he proudly stood, one foot still in the shell-skiff 
and the other on the shore near a fine, old medieval castle. 
His right hand is outstretched in a gesture of greeting and 
his left supports his huge shield, the escutcheon of which 
is emblazoned with his own armorial bearing — his swan. 
Foised on the water’s surface is a graceful swan, as real 
as life, still tethered to the skiff in which it had safely 
borne Lohengrin to the far off German shores of old King 
Henry, the Fowler. King Henry, you remember, was the 
guardian who had reared Elsa, the orphan princess of 
Brabant now so wrongfully accused of crime. 


Lohengrin had obediently left the “round table” of the 
South Wales castle at the command of King Arthur to 
speed in all haste to the prayerful appeal of poor Elsa who 
was in such desperate need of a brave protector. He came 
— my bright and shining knight of the Holy Grail — an 
answer to Elsa’s soulful ““Traum.”’ He is a beautiful sight 
to remember with his billowing mantle flying in the 
breeze, caught together at the throat with a huge round 
fastener. His chain armor revealed in all its glory (some 
how I have a sneaking idea that the designer of our but- 
ton believed the armor of the Middle Ages to be more 
decorative than that of King Arthur’s sixth century) ; his 
cross-hilted sword sheathed at his side, showing the sur- 
prised Germans that he had come in peace, and his shin- 
ing metal helmet completed his military array. The waves 
of the sea wash up in graceful scrolls which border the 
whole button-scene, giving it an appropriate and beautiful 
frame. , 


Now, surely, no fiction was ever stranger than the sur- 
prising and revealing way in which Lohengrin was so sud- 
denly made known to me via radio! Valued at $2.00. 
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Appraising a Collection 


left to right: 


No. Classification 


me ee 


Insects 
Heads and figures 
Animals or sporting 


Glass, resembling paper- 


weight 
Animals 


Historical (Charter Oak 
on outskirts of Hartford, 


Connecticut) 
Laminated 


Half sphere melon 
Head 

Head 

Hand painted 
Glass 

Birds 

Marine 


Birds 
Glass 
Scene 
Flower 


Figure or sporting, 
showing boy fishing 
Flower 

Animals or sporting 
Flower 


Glass 


. ~Calico 


Al 


Opposite page—Buttons in the collection of Mrs. Lil- 
lian 8. Albert, Massachusetts. 


Numbers start at top row, 


Material 
brass 
shell 
brass 


brass 


solid design 
mother of pearl 
set with steel 
glass, spiral shape 
metal 

white metal 
Victorian design 
opaque glass 
white metal 
pressed design 

in metal 

pressed design 
two color glass 
shell 

engraved cup shaped 
collet flower 
escutcheon 


brass 

glass 

pressed 

engraved cup shaped 
tinted collet 

glass 

glass 


Price 
$0.25 
oO 
.40 


R315) 
40 


1.50 
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Revolutionary War Buttons 


From the collection of C. E. Story. (Opposite page) 
(Classified as either Military or Historical) 


The old buttons illustrated were picked up in the South 
Carolina cotton and corn fields which now occupy the once 
flourishing trade center and pre-Revolutionary site of Fort 
Moore, a frontier post established by the British for the 
protection of the Carolina colonists. These examples should 
appeal to those collectors who relish a little history along 
with their buttons. 


They could be from clothing of the British soldiers, or 
from that of the Charles Town traders, or they could have 
been brought to Fort Moore by the latter as part of their 
stock for barter with the Indians. 


Most of those shown in the picture have been examined 
and identified by an authority on the staff of a New York 
museum, and the descriptive data referring to the buttons 
is based on this authority. 


At least seven of the examples shown are sleeve but- 
tons, which brings to mind the advertisement quoted in 
Polly Crummett’s good book, Button Collecting, on page 
36, where a merchant in the year 1757 mentioned sleeve 
buttons no less than five times in one paragraph. One won- 
ders if the third button of the top row of the Fort Moore 
assortment illustrated herewith, solves the question of 
what is a basket button, posed on page 34 of the same book. 
In the third row of the picture are three knob shaped or 
ball buttons of pre-Revolutionary date. The backs and 
fronts of these are made separately, then soldered together. 
A small hole was left in the back of this type button to. 
permit the escape of fumes during the soldering or braz- 
ing operation. This, to our supercilious age, seems a use- 
less precaution and but another of those quaint ideas to- 
wards which our ancestors were so much inclined. 


Values 50c to $1 each. 
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The significance of the button in modern civilization 
is told convincingly in an exhibition of “Four Thousand 
and One Buttons,” at the Cooper Union Museum for the 
Arts of Decoration, New York, N. Y. Mirroring the his- 
tory, styles, and social life of many nations, the display in- 
cludes buttons worn by the soldiers of Washington and 
Napoleon, the courtiers of eighteenth century France, the 
revolutionaries of the Reign of Terror, Chinese mandarins, 
and the children of sixteenth century Persia. 


Crude makeshifts carved from meat bones by Ameri- 
can soldiers during the Revolutionary War contrast with 
ornamental specimens of solid gold set with diamonds. 
Buttons belonging to George Washington and Toussaint 
L’Overture, Haitian Negro patriot and martyr of the eigh- 
teenth century, are shown. The oldest buttons exhibited 
date from the sixteenth century. 


American military buttons are representative of the 
Revolutionary War, the War of 1812, and the World War. 
Two buttons worn by Washington were fashioned from 
white conch shell. About one inch and one-quarter in dia- 
meter, they are centered with a gold star. The shells from 
which they were made were bought by Washington from 
a sailor on the Philadelphia waterfront. 


The greater part of the exhibit comprises buttons col- 
lected in France and presented to the Museum by the late 
Misses Eleanor G. Hewitt and Sarah Cooper Hewitt, 
daughters of Peter Cooper, founder of Cooper Union. 


Plate Ill. Private Soldiers’ Buttons of the 7th and 26th 
Regiments (British). Found at Fort Ticonderoga. Ameri- 
can Revolution 


45 


Plate VIII. Buttons of the U. S. “Continentals,” of the 
Pennsylvania Battalions, and of the New Jersey Troops in 
the Revolution. Found at Fort Ticonderoga 


Be 
Re 


Plate VII. Early 19th Century British Uniform Buttons in 
the Fort Ticonderoga Collection. From Lake Champlain 
Camp Sites 
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Collection of Edythe M. Doe, Massachusetts. Reduced to 
slightly more than half the original size. 


AT 


A Few Favorite Buttons 


Edythe M. Doe, Massachusetts collector, has furnished 
the accompanying picture with identifications and esti- 
mated values. Descriptions and prices estimated follow: 


1. Cat looking in mirror; bronze-metal material; 75c 
to $1. : 


2. Figure of soldier; embossed brass with studded cut 
steel border; 75c to $1. 


3. Bird design; brass, studded with cut steel; 75c to $1. 
4. Sleeping dog; silvered metal; $1 to $1.50. 


5. Horse and figure which appears to be Indian; back 
of button is smoked pearl, face is metal with a studded 
steel border; $1.50. 


6. Man and horse; silver washed metal, made in Paris; 
75c to $1. 


7. Gladiator; bronze metal; 75c to $1. 


8. Design made from seventeenth century coin silver; 
center ornament of porcelain; $1. 


9. Figure, probably mythological; figure of pewter, 
balance painted brass; 75c to $1. 


10. Figure, probably gladiator in combat; brass; 25c. 


11. Head of Medusa, the Gorgon whose head was cut 
off by Perseus and later fixed upon the egis of Athena; 
brass, border studded with steel; 50c to 75c. 


12. Warrior’s head; brass with silver wash; 25c. 
13. A spray of flowers; pewter; 10c. 

14. Hand holding flowers; 15c. 

15. Head, brass; 15c. 


Se 


es 
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Sandwich Glass Buttons 


A very famous old glass factory was located at 
Sandwich, Massachusetts. They made exquisite pattern 
glass, much sought after by thousands of women col- 
lectors. Many glass buttons sell readily for 50c each, 
which are represented as glass buttons made in this old 
factory. 


I have heard claims both ways—that buttons were 
made there, and that buttons were not made there. Some 
well known authorities on button collecting, living in the 
neighboring cities and town, have written me personally 
that they cannot find any evidence of the factory making 
buttons, but I am inclined to think that they made them, 
because they manufactured widely in glass objects of 
every kind. Until some definite authority is available, 
the question is left open in my mind. 


A type of Sandwich Glass bottom. Value 50ce. 


N 


Some ask why buttons bring these prices. Some 
want to know why they don’t make reproductions, but 
that would be impossible, because reproductions could 
easily be distinguished from the old buttons. The cost 
of dies is considerable and a counterfeiter would find 
it did not pay. He would be subject to the penalties of 
the law for misrepresenting. 
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Ordinary glass buttons have no value as collectors items. 
Those of exquisite design or particularly those which por- 
tray flowers or other classified subjects have fair value. 
Here is one which shows a bird flying. This one is worth 25c. 


Here are types 
of the common 
glass buttons. 
They have to be 
of nice design 
and color to be 
collector’s items. 
These buttons 
are worth 10c 
each. 
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Miscellaneous head buttons from the collection of Mrs. 
George R. Schoedinger, Columbus, O. Value 50c each. 
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Heads and Figures 


Left: A nice type of porcelain head, cameo pattern, 75c. 


Right: An especially attractive button in this classifi- 
cation. A much sought after type because of the bronze 
head on white porcelain background. Value $1. 


Extremely effective in this 
classification is the little girl at 
the bowered window, watching the 
bird. It is not only a pretty but- 
ton artistically, but valuable be- 
cause it could be used in three 
classifications; flowers, birds, and 
figures. Value $1.50. 


Under the classification of heads, figures are included, 
but most collectors now are making up a tray of each. The 
button shown above could be included probably under 
either sub-classification—heads or figures. The National 
Button Show is considering separating these two classi- 
fications. 
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COIN BUTTONS 


Smaller heads similar to the ones shown herewith in 
the fashion of coins bring 15c to 25c. 


HANDS 


This one, 50¢ 


This classification requires that the hand and forearm 
only be included. A complete figure, showing the hands, 
would not be permissable under the hand classification 
of the National Button Show. There are quite a few 
collectors of hands and they are eager to buy them. Most 
any button with a hand on it is worth 25c. A fair button 
that would only bring 15c to 25c in any other classifica- 
tion will bring 50c in this one. The larger and finer 
hand button, according to design and material, would 
readily bring from $1 to $4. 
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Flowers 


Many collectors specialize so highly that they collect 
trays of small flowers, medium flowers, large flowers, leaves, 
flower vases, and fruit. 


Here is an especially nice flower button showing a 
cluster of grapes, worth 75c. 


The large size flower buttons are worth about 50c to $1, 
according to material, design, etc. 


The button shown on the 
left is worth 35c. 


Almost every collector will have a tray of flowers. They 
can be had in nearly all materials. An amateur can get an 
idea of flower button values which range according to size, 
design, and attractiveness, 5c to $1. 
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ANIMALS 


Value $1.50. 


An especially good animal scene, because it shows a 
dog with his master. It is made of bone mounted in metal. 
Value $1.50. } 


A fine horse scene showing the saddled mounts awaiting 
the rider in front of a chateau. Value $1.5¢. 


Smaller animal button showing lizard, seldom portrayed 
on buttons. It is molded metal. Value 25c. 
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Animals — continued 


Medium size animal button. A good scene of deer in 
woods. Value 50c to 75c. | 


Early Victorian, cat’s head design, black background, 
metal rim. Value $1.00. 


The rarest animals to find on buttons are cows. 


Music 


This is a popular subject among collectors, but you 
will not be able to pick up music buttons in any great 
variety. Most of the button subjects are in the form of 
the lyre, although some are found with drums, horns, 
etc. Most collectors make up a music tray with operatic 
buttons which have been made from scenes in the vari- 
ous operas or popular songs. Smaller music buttons, 
such as the lyre, can be picked up for 5c each. Others, 
such as the button depicting “‘Home Sweet Home,” can 
be had for 50c. The more elaborate operatic buttons 
would cost $1 and up. 


A nice type of music but- 
ton; value 25c. 
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JEWELS 


Jeweled buttons make a 
brilliant collection. Large ones 
bring $1 quite readily. 


Medium size buttons, similar to the specimens shown 
here sell for 50c to 75c. 


Small ones bring, according to size and beauty, 15c 
to 35c. 
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Semi-Precious 


Inlaid mosaic is in the semi-precious category. This 
button is very fine hand work of semi-precious material 
inlaid in onyx. Value $1. 


Other attractive buttons are found that are made of 
gold stone, quartz, jasper, malachite and other semi-precious 
material. 


Ivory is included in 
this classification. Hand 
carved button made of 
walrus tusk by an Alaskan 
Indian; button is 14 inch 
thick and yellow with age. 

Value 75c. 


Semi-precious buttons are often found under material 
of this head. Here is shown a button made of real garnets. 
While garnet is not an expensive stone it was used a great 
deal in the Victorian era in making highly decorative 


jewelry. This button would be worth $3. 


Center buton made of genuinecarnelia n is worth $1. 


Agate and others like one on right are worth 10c to 
25¢. 
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METALLIC 


A collection of engraved metallic buttons are seldom 
seen. Here is a nice type of metallic button made of non- 
tarnishable French gilt. Value 25c. | 


Medium size metallic button nicely designed showing a 
fan of cut steel. Value 25c. 


Smaller metallic button of non-tarnishable French gilt. 
These buttons look bright after 75 to 100 years. Value 25c. 
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CUT STEEL 


These buttons were in vogue fifty to seventy-five 
years ago. From steel blanks very elaborate designs 
were cut similar to the process of making cut glass. The 
feature of these buttons were that the cut steel would 
shine almost like brilliants. Nice collections of them 
are gathered. They are very reasonable in price. At- 
tractive designs may be purchased for 25c each. 


Classical Designs 


In this classification many fantastic buttons can be 
collected. Some of them tax the capacity of the designer’s 
imagination. If you ever buy one of those assortments 
which sell from 25c to $1, you might find one in them worth 
all you paid for the lot. 
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INSECTS 


A woman gets as much thrill chasing insect buttons as a 


boy does getting his live specimens. Small ones such as the 
spider bring 10c to 15c. 


Large ones like the butterfly bring 50c to $1 according 
to material and design. 


Astronomical 


This classification includes buttons with stars, crescents, 
suns, and such subjects. Some are found with both the star 
and the crescent; others, the Man in the Moon; and still 


others, large stars with a constellation of stars for a 
background. 
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Birds are one of the most popular classifications. 
Small bird buttons like this one are worth 25c. 


The larger button showing birds and nest is worth 50c. 


Very large button showing 
several birds, similar to this 
one, would be worth $1 to 
$1.50. 


Ordinary 
Porcelains 


Distinctive from the fine French porcelain that are 
very expensive, are the Victorian manufactured buttons 
shown herewith. Usually they were decorated in gilt. 
Very pretty designs are found. Value 10c. 
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PEARLS 


Common pearl buttons have no value as collector’s 
items. A nice design such as this one is worth 10c. 


Right is one inset in metallic ring worth 25c. 


Here are two types, one a mother of pear! inlaid in bone 
with scrimshaw work and very old; worth $1.00. Novelty 
pearl like the moon crescent bring 25c. 


Some very fine pearl buttons are found that often 
bring $1. 


The first prize for an individual button in the 1939 
National Button Show was a pear! button showing an old 
Currier and Ives scene engraved by hand. Such a button 
will bring $5. It is worth more than that to the owner since 
it won a $25 prize. 
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HISTORICAL 
BUTTONS 


This building button has a history back of it. It is the 


Masonic Temple of Chicago which was the first steel sky- 


scraper in the world and was erected just before the World’s 
Columbian Exposition. It has since been torn down. This 
button was probably worn by elevator men or employees. 
Value $1. 


Historical buttons represent something definitely 
having to do with history, and are among the most val- 
uable of the various classifications. 


Left is shown the old Pony Express buttons that were 
worn by the riders previous to the railroad in the West. 
Such buttons are quite rare. This one is valued at $1.50. 


Right is a United Confederate Volunteer’s button 
worn on the uniform of the soldiers after the Civil War. 
These buttons, in good condition, are quite rare and are 
worth $1 each. 
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MILITARY BUTTONS 


The obsolete buttons, of course, are the best values. The 
button shown above was on the army uniforms of the 
soldiers of the Confederate States of America. They are 
worth $1 each. 


On the right is the military police button worn by those 
assigned to permanent guard house duty in the World War. 
They are worh 10c to 15c each. 


Later military buttons are shown above. On the left the 
United States Navy button, a nice brass one. It brings 5c to 
10c. On the right is an Aviation Service button which 


brings 5c to 10c. 
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TRANSPORTATION 


Left is shown the Pennsylvania Railroad Company 
button. It is now obsolete on account of the change in the 
corporate title. Dealers first started selling these buttons 
for 3c, then they went up to 10c. Now they might be hard 
to get for 25c. 


Some railroad buttons are more attractive because 
of the design. Right shows one of the Maple Leaf Route. 
It is made of solid brass, and it makes a very pretty but- 
ton in a collection. It is valued at 15c. The common 
type of transportation buttons are worth from 5c to 10c 
in good condition. The cost of making them has rose 
so high that cheaper buttons are now being used by uni- 
form makers. 


Among non-military buttons, rail- 
roads are the best. Here is one that 
would have very little value except that 
it has a picture of an early locomotive. 
That makes it sought after and gives it 
a 35c value. 
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PUBLIC SERVICE 


Included in this type is the fire department type 
shown on the left. On the right is an old button now 
obsolete. It would be worth 15c to 20c, because of its 
rarity. 


Some of the police buttons are very attractive. They 
are often made of elaborate designs. The West Chicago 
Park Police button shown herewith is very beautifully 
made of extra heavy brass with a park scene in the cen- 
ter. It is worth 25c. 


Here is shown a button worn by private firms and 
corporations that are no longer in existence. Because of the 
fact that they are obsolete, they are good collector’s items, 
and are readily purchased at 10c each. 
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Miscellaneous 


Many collectors specialize so highly that they fill 
trays with square buttons. You will be surprised to 
learn how difficult it is to find square buttons. Out of 
a collection of 10,000, a collector told me, they found 
exactly 20 square ones. Of course, you can find round 
buttons with square designs. But the buttons themselves 
must be square. 


Another tray I have seen consisted of Tiger Eye but- 
tons. A nice collection of inexpensive buttons, and yet 
one that makes an attractive tray of variated materials 
and colors is “roundies.” Just round buttons. 


Others make up a tray of porcelains. Another in- 
teresting group are open work, that is, buttons with a 
filigree top and space between the top and the bottom. 
Sometimes, but rarely, one will see a tray of horn and 
tortoise shell buttons. 


One woman we heard about, but whose collection 
we have not yet seen, has a rare collection of hands. 


Years ago buttons were commonly made to resemble 
gold stone and often attractive trays could be made up of 
“‘goldies’”’ which come in various shapes. Most of these 
I have mentioned are catalogued in the Miscellaneous 
group in the National Button Show. 


Paperweights 


Everybody has seen the old-fashioned, round, glass 
desk paperweights. They made tiny ones of buttons, but, 
of course, did not have the opportunity for artistic display 
as in the larger ones. Wealthier collectors of the button 
hobby are very eager to get these very rare buttons, and it 
is nothing to hear of sales from $2 to $5. 
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LAMINATED 


Excellent samples of 
inlaid or laminated but- 
tons. These are worth 
15c up to 40c. Those 
which could be included 
in a bird or flower col- 
lection bring the higher 
price. From the collec- 
tion of Mrs. George R. 
Schoedinger, Columbus, 
Ohio. 
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LAMINATED (Continued) 


Left: The more usual inlaid type, pearl on jet back- 
ground, 10c. 


Right: An especially good one, amber on metallic back- 
ground, 25c. 


A nice type of button for jet collection, 25c. 


An especially good jet button because they are rarely 
seen with hunting scene. Such a button has special value, 
because it can be used in sporting scene collection as well as 
a jet collection. It is a very old button made in England. 
As jet was used mostly on the black or somber dresses of 
the Puritanical period, very few of them were found with 
scenes on them. Value $1. 
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MARINE 


Left: Anchors are most common in marine collections; 
these buttons are worth about 15c. 


Right: This is an especially fine marine button showing 
a sailing ship of dark pearl] inlaid on pearl background. 
This had to be all hand work, nicely mounted on a metallic 
frame. Value $1. 


Novelty 


Collectors find a great deal of pleasure in this classi- 
fication, although these types are hard to obtain. It is 
not necessary, however, to pay large prices for them 
when they are found. Usually they are odd buttons that 
other collectors have no need for and are willing to 
part with for 25c. In one collection we saw the follow- 
ing different buttons in a novelty tray: horseshoe, neck- 
tie, powder horn, sickle and sheaf, wheat, fan, tennis 
player, drum, bullet, buckle, apron, barrel, umbrella, 
heart, door knocker, shell, peacock feathers, bow and 
arrow, and other novelty buttons. In this same category 
is a very unusual tray depiciting a farm scene. In the 
center of the tray is the house; surrounding it are farm 
buildings, farm animals, trees, flowers, windmill, water- 
fall, wheat field, grapes, fruit orchard, railroad train; 
all in buttons. 
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Buildings and Scenes 


Building and scenery buttons are valued more or less 
according to size and amount shown in them. Here is a 
fairly large size button which includes a great deal. The 
background is a castle outlined in trees, the forefront mill- 
pond, mill and water wheel, bridge and wharf. Value $1.25. 


Smaller building button showing Dutch scene. Value 
25C. 


Metal button, Russian snow 
scene with house showing 
sleigh drawn by four horses in 
foreground. Value $1.50 each. 


12 


CLOTH 


Some collectors are inclined to pass up cloth buttons, 
while others find a great deal of beauty in them. Those who 
want to spend from 1c to 10c on a button, will find that 
many beautiful ones can be found in cloth. Some splendid 
effects present themselves in the two-tone colors. Those 
who want to follow button collecting purely as a hobby, 
leaving out the special angle of increased values, can get 
some marvelously pretty collections of cloth buttons. 


Scrimshaw 


Primitive American Art, hand en- 
graved on bone. Value 25c. 


LODGE 


Very beautiful buttons are 
found among lodge uniforms, and 
collecting them makes an attrac- 
tive hobby. They are mostly of 
bright brass and of pretty design. 
They are worth 10c to 25c each. 


STORY 


Brass button, tin rim, sub- 
ject is “Little Red Riding 
Hood.” Value $1.50. 


“GOLDIES”’ 


You can make up a pretty collection of “goldies,” 
made of goldstone. In most cases they have a jet back- 
ground and come in various sizes and designs. Others 
have glass or porcelain backgrounds with splotches of 
the rich goldstone. These buttons average 10c to 25c 
in value, according to size and design. 
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Campaign Buttons 


These were mostly celluloid pins worn on the coat 
lapel during political campaigns. They first began to 
be used about the time of the Wm. Henry Harrison 
campaign. Many buttons are still available with the 
slogan, “‘Tippicanoe and Tyler too.’’?’ Andrew Jackson 
was also a popular figure, and as campaigns of that time 
began to get hot, many buttons were used. Most col- 
-lectors have these campaign buttons ’way on back to 
Monroe’s time. The late ones, of course, have little 
value, but the older they are the more value they have. 
At any rate campaign buttons are historic and always 
worth keeping. 


Historical Medals 


John Quincy Adams Indian peace medal (1825). Westervelt 
collection. 


John Quincy Adams.—bronze. Diameter, 3”. Obverse, 
head and shoulders of Adams to R.; legend, “John Quincy 
Adams. President of the United States. 1825’. Reverse, 
tomahawk and peace-pipe crossed, with clasped hands be- 
low; legend, “Peace and Friendship.” An Indian Peace 
Medal. 
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CAMPAIGN BUTTONS 


James Madison medal. Lincoln and Hamlin (1860); con- 
temporary campaign badge showing Lincoln without beard. 
Westervelt collection. 


James Madison.—copper. Diameter, 1-7/8.”. Obverse, 
head and shoulders of Madison to R.; legend, “James 
Madison. Fourth President of the United States;’ floral 
border. Reverse, view of Madison’s home, Montpelier, Va.; 
“Residence of James Madison. 
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Celluloid Buttons 


Another class of buttons, many of which were really 
pins, interest collectors. They were the slogan buttons 
used to promote a certain ideal. The days of the Span- 
ish-American War, and more especially those of the 
World War, created a harvest for the button manufac- 
turers. So did the New Deal N.R.A. Buttons of fra- 
ternal societies, religious organizations, political cam- 
paigns, and contests of every description were and are 
good button play-grounds. 


Others were catch phrases and slogans that were 
given away with merchandise. About every thirty years 
this fad has struck the country. 


Remember the snappy motto buttons; they burned 
themselves on our memory. Anywhere from one to a 
dozen motto buttons were worn at a time by the young 
and old. The most popular of the buttons in early days 
was the catchy motto variety. How these slang phrases 
linger! 

Dust Off Your Chin. Does Your Papa Keep a Dog? 
You are Funny, So’s Your Old Man. Still Single, But 
Willing To Get Married. I’m Afraid To Go Home In 
The Dark. Let’s Get Asquainted. I’m Not Married. You 
Can’t Vamp Me. I’m No Dead One. I Am Looking For 
A Merry Widow. I’ve got What You’re Looking For. 
Go To It, Kid. If You Want to Fight Join The Army. 
Catch Me Girls I’m Easy Money. Gee! I Wish I had A 
Fellow. Out For a Good Time. Take Me In Your Arms. 
I’m Looking For A Thrill. I Am A Visitor—Show Me. 
Wipe Off Your Chin. Ask Me I Live Here. And hun- 
dreds of others in days agone were the fashion and very 
much in vogue. 


Later buttons have been put out by the producers of 
The Gumps, Harold Teen, Popeye, and Mickey Mouse. 
These buttons are worth from one to ten cents each, ac- 
cording to their age and how elaborate the decorative 
scheme. 
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Opportunity for Button Shops 


The hobby of button collecting is only in its infancy. 
A few button shops have already sprung up, and there 
is room for many more. Every city of 100,000 popula- 
tion or more could exist on local business. New collec- 
tors are starting by the hundreds. A few stamp shops 
have added buttons to their line and have combined it 
with stamps and coins, which adds considerably to a 
dealer’s trade. Such shops are called Hobby Shops, and 
contain various kinds of hobby material. 

There is also a great field for conducting a button 
business by mail, as many already do. Collectors furnish 
references, and upon doing so, a dealer will send a selec- 
tion on approval. A collector then remits the purchase 
price, and returns the balance. A comparatively small 
capital is required and where business is conducted in 
the home and the overhead kept at a minimum a sub- 
stantial sum can be made in the business. 


Stock can be secured from the immediate neighbor- 
hood. A dealer must advertise in the local paper, and 
make personal calls the same as an antique dealer who 
goes from house to house. Pretty soon one tells another, 
and sellers begin to come by word-of-mouth advertising. 
Many women find themselves naturally adapted to the 
button hobby. While they know nothing about it at the 
beginning they learn quickly, and in a year’s time they 
become very successful dealers. 
~~"Some of the older button factories still have a stock 
of early button which they sell in wholesale quantities 
very cheap. Few of them realize their value to collectors, 
and if they do they are too busy manufacturing modern 
buttons to bother with the collector’s angle. 

It should be born in mind that collectors want old 
buttons. Most all collectors after they are in the trade 
a while, want a tray of primitives. Often these buttons 
are crude and certainly not pretty, but collectors come 
to appreciate them. A few of such buttons are often 
found in a cheap pack. A beginner would think they 
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are worthless, but an experienced collector would real- 
ize he had a “find.’”” However, there are some classi- 
fications in which modern buttons fit. Where a class is 
highly specialized, a few modern buttons will not penal- 
ize a tray in the show. 


Dating Your Buttons 


Most of the beautiful buttons of a hundred years ago 
were imported from France. There’ were a few button 
factories in America, but they made the more common 
types of buttons. The dates are often found on them, 
or the period they were made can be determined by the 
years that the factory was in existence. Many factories 
stamped their name on the back of their buttons. <A 
book, written by Mrs. Geo. W. Peck, of New York, will 
soon be off the press, entitled, “‘Dating Your Buttons.”’ 
This book will tell how to determine the date of your 
buttons, where they were made, and how to identify but- 
tons from the various early factories. 


Goodyear Buttons 


Collectors all seek the early rubber buttons made in 
the Goodyear factory. They were manufactured by 
Charles Goodyear, discoverer of rubber. These buttons 
are marked on the back with the name and date. 


English “Black-Out” Button 


The button comes from Sussex in the south of Eng- 
land where the Germans have been carrying out exten- 
Sive raids. 

The button is a round disc of metal and cloth on 
which is painted the luminous paint and is fastened with 
an ordinary safety pin. The price in England for but- 
tons of this type is 3 pence (about six cents). However, 
they will be historical in the future and will greatly 
enhance in value after the war. 


79 


Old Button Factories 


Wrought mohair and silk buttons were made in Ger- 
mantown, Pa., as early as 1798. 


In 1815 nine citizens of Connecticut received patents 
for button making, including machines for making the 
wire eyes, button molds for making pewter buttons and 
machines for polishing and finishing metal buttons, 


In 1822 ‘Mr. Creswick of New York contracted to 
supply the United States navy with brass buttons, which 
he struck off at the rate of nearly two dozen in a minute 
by a newly invented stamping machine, said to be the 
only one in America.”’ 


A manufactory of hard metal buttons was established 
in 1807 in Waterbury, Conn., by Abel Porter which pro- 
duced ‘‘triple, double and single gilt coat and vest but- 
tons, in every variety of shapes, forms and colors, and 
military and naval buttons, according to sample. 


In 1837 there were two factories in Haydenville, 
Mass., producing buttons, each employing approximately 
200 hands, women and girls. One owned by the Hayden 
Brothers produced “wire eyed metal buttons” and the 
other owned by Williston & Hayden produced daily up- 
ward of one thousand gross, from the most simple kind 
to the most elegant satin figured buttons. The latter 
factory also made iron or peajacket buttons. The Willis- 
ton mentioned was Samuel Williston who was born in 
Easthampton, Mass., in 1795. He amassed a fortune, 
all in the button business which he used in a large way 
for educational purposes. In 1840 he gave $250,000 
to establish Williston Seminary in Easthampton which 
today is one of the outstanding preparatory schools in 
the east. He gave a total of $125,000 to Amherst Col- 
lege for the establishment of professorships; he also gave 
liberally to Mt. Holyoke College and paid for the erec- 
tion of three churches in Easthampton. All of this was 
with proceeds received from the humble button.” 
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BUTTON TRAYS 


This is the standard button tray (outside dimensions: 12” by 9” by 1%" deep) which 
will be used hereafter in all button shows. The tray is made for permanence, of 
walnut-finished wood, with purple velvet-covered canvas insert frame on which to 
fasten buttons for display. The insert frame is 1%” high and consists of canvas covered 
with beautiful, rich-looking purple velvet, all stretched tightly over a rectangular 
wooden frame and securely bound. The velvet-covered frame is removable from the 
tray so that buttons can be fastened to it in whatever way is necessary. The entire 
tray has an attachment on the back which permits hanging it on a wall for display 
in shows or in dens, hobby rooms, etc. The entire tray, as described above, sells for 
$1.00 plus postage. 


UNIQUE CONSTRUCTION—The trays are so constructed that two or more 
may be stacked one on another. This nesting permits storing many trays in a 
small space and protecting the buttons perfectly. 


TRANSPARENT FRONTS FOR TRAYS—If you desire, we can furnish a front 
made of thick, clear celluloid with black, covered sides, for 32c plus postage. 
This is a@ permanent front that snaps snugly into place over the button tray, 
protecting the buttons displayed under it from handling and dust. 


WOOD COVER AND CARRYING STRAP—If you wish to keep your 7 
stacked, you can get a solid, walnut-finished wood top to use as a cover on the 
top tray, and you can carry the stacked trays to meetings, shows, etc., by 
using the wide web strap (5’3” long) to fasten around them. Cover and strap 
are furnished for 40c total, plus postage. The strap may be used to carry a 
stack of trays 15 trays high. 


THESE TRAYS ARE PERFECT FOR THEIR PURPOSE—They were made by a jewelry-tray manu- 
facturer. We experimented for over a year with various materials using plastics and pressed ground 
wood-fibre, etc. None of them would serve the purpose. 


TRAYS ARE BEAUTIFUL, PERMANENT AND DIGNIFIED—They can be kept easily on your 
library table or in the most out-of-the-way place in your home. They hold twenty to thirty average- 
size buttons and are designed to be used for housing and exhibiting buttons which are real collectors’ 
items. The button shows will undoubtedly require that the entrants exhibit at least twenty or not 
more than thirty buttons of a particular classification. Naturally the trays are too expensive to be 
used for ordinary buttons. 


In instances where collectors want descriptions beneath their buttons exhibited in these trays, the 
velvet frame can be removed and a white cardboard back inserted instead. This will permit fastening 
buttons to it and pasting on typewritten descriptions. The descriptions will probably be desired only 
by collectors exhibiting buttons in two classifications: Historical and Story Buttons. 


th i ae al la lilt ai a a 
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Schedule of Prices for Trays 
Tray, with removable plush back ...............ccssceeeceeeees $1.00 


(Order black, purple plush or white rayon.) 
Thick, clear celluloid top to protect from dust or 
os... S cc ec ee ee oe 
Wood top for 10 or 12 trays with strap for carrying .40 
Plus Postage. 


You can order them direct from the 


CHICAGO PLUSH & LEATHER CASE CO. 
5 W. Hubbard St., Chicago, IIl. 


(This is not an advertisement nor is there any profit ac- 
cruing to either the author or publisher of this book.) 


Battersea Buttons 


The so called “Battersea’”’ buttons always put me in 
mind of the thousands and thousands of people who sup- 
posedly made the trip to this country on the ‘‘May- 
flower,’’ writes Maud Pastor, of Ohio. Every slightly 
interesting enamel button, no matter if it has a Paris label 
or even has been enameled on brass instead of copper, 
is called “‘Battersea.’”’ And that in spite of the fact, that 
the plant at York House only existed for five or six 
years and was founded in 1750. It does seem extra- 
ordinary, that buttons, nearly 200 years old, made in 
England for so very short a period and as a sideline, 
should be found in this country in such large numbers. 
Some rare example might be found and some buttons 
are of the Battersea type, but as a rule they are merely 
enamels with a glossy finish... and a more or less ‘‘Bat- 
terseaish” price tag. 


In 1804 a patent for an improvement in waistcoat 
buttons was granted to George W. Robinson and the 
patentee became, at Attleboro, Mass., the most extensive 
manufacturer of metal buttons in the U. S. 
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The Essex Institute Collection 
of Buttons 


Willis H. Ropes, curator of The Essex Institute 
Museum, tells in HOBBIES about the famous collection of 
buttons now housed there. It is interesting enough to 
be included here since it is one of the world’s great 
collections of buttons: 


“Probably nearly all ladies of yesteryear had button 
bags, in which was put old buttons from varied sources. 


“The first collection which came to my notice, was. 
made by Miss Eliza Messerve of Salem, Mass., who died 
in 1893 at the age of 87 years. She left over 7,000 
buttons. 


“Her many friends, and her children, considered it 
a great treat to be shown the beautiful buttons, which 
she acquired during her long life. The collection was 
given to the Essex Institute, and for many years was 
stored in boxes, out of sight and mind. 


“A few years ago, having many empty trays in our 
coin cabinet, I began mounting the buttons on thin strips 
of pasteboard, using wooden shoe pegs of many sizes 
to put through the shanks and hold them securely, and 
allow change if needed. Miss Messerve had mounted 
some on a piece of heavy cardboard, with the aid of 
copper wire. 


“There are sixty trays of dress buttons in the Mes- 
serve collection now housed in our coin cabinet. There 
are seven swinging frames, containing 1560 military uni- 
form buttons of the United States and other countries, 
each one described with many plates in the Emilio book. 
In the corridor, are shown about 400 early historic but- 
tons on cards, and sets of types of buttons of most of 
the countries, which took part in the World War.” 
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Button Briefs 


Louis 14th of France had many fads, but for buttons 
he had a positive mania. In the single year of 1685, he 
is said to have spent the sum of $600,000 for buttons. In 
all, he spent over $5,000,000 for buttons set with 
diamonds. 


Cooper Union Museum in New York City has an in- 
teresting collection of French costume buttons of the 
18th century. 


It is generally thought that calico buttons were used 
on cotton dresses only, but three men have recently 
stated that they wore shirts, in by-gone years, which 
fastened with this same type of button. Naturally 
enough, when shirt making was done at home, you can 
readily see that this could be true. 


The ex-Kaiser of Germany, before he left for Holland, 
had several sets of drawers filled with buttons of every 
kind. He made frequent changes of the buttons on his 
uniforms so that he could display these treasured pos- 
sessions of his. 


The rank of a Chinese mandarin as well as European 
nobility in medieval times was distinguished by the color 
of the button he wore on his hat. 


The name button comes from the French (bouton) 
meaning a knob, a bud, or a projection — something 
sticking out. 


If all the buttons which are made in the United 
States in an average year were distributed equally among 
the population, every man, woman and child would re- 
ceive 187, with a few thousand left over. 


84 


Button Auctions 


The values as listed in this book are mostly arrived 
at by auction sale reports. There is a button auction 
at the National Button Show every year, at which un- 
usual or different buttons are offered for the express 
purpose of establishing values. 


Auctions are also held in New England, New York, 
Chicago, Ohio, and other places almost every month. 
Some of them are conducted by mail. Printed catalogues 
are sent to any who inquire, inclosing a stamp. You can 
write your bid opposite the description and mail them. 
These auctioneers will also take your buttons and sell 
them on the usual commission, usually 20 to 25 per cent. 


It will be noted in the accompanying prices that the 
William Tell button sold at auction for $4.00. The buyer 
has been offered $25.00 for it. There are only two speci- 
mens known to be in existence. Of course, we may expect 
from time to time to read irresponsible newspaper stories 
about buttons being worth fabulous sums. In many cases 
the reporter is simply being careless about the use of an 
extra zero. If a button sold for $20, that would not be 
news, so, in order to get his story past the city editor, he 
adds on a little zero, which, of course, means nothing when 
it comes to a newspaper story. 


The prices quoted are from the sale reports of C. W. 
Brown, Ashland, Mass. 
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AUCTION PRICES 


BIRDS 

Brass. Three cranes and branch (15) .............cceeeee $0.25 
Amothrer tot The BANS 6.6. kines .25 
Brass, cut out bird & branch, flowers mounted on 

Wood Back over brass: (1 S64) 6.06544... Gas 20 
Another, the S@ine oo .6o 4k cake ee .20 
Another on steel back over brass ...........cccsceeceeeeeees 25 
Brass cutout, one piece. Fine. (114) ............. ee 20 
Te SAN i a AS 25 
Painted bird and scene on black composition (114) .25 
Dress, tagee partridge. Fine, -C96). sic. ii ies .35 
Irridescent jet, Bird in front of birdhouse (34) ........ .30 
Brass cut out crane with fish in beak, on steel (%)_  .20 
Brass, Bird, flowers Background dark (11,4) .......... .30 
Awpther, (Ne BBM: coli nes .30 
Brass cutout bird in wreath on flat steel (114) ...... 2D 
PRE, LNG: BEING 5. a vis ieee tyncs cin hse 20 
Brass. Story. Stork feeding wolf (34) ............cce00 20 
YASS, QNOTHCT, SAME, . SILVETEI ......5.....0.0escecscesesceeseses Ba 
Four birds, cut out pewter on branch, mounted on 

Mar poees, Haiged TIM (194). ..cccc Sic deserinnnens 35 


Brass Peacock, cut blued steel in tail. Fine (%) .. .30 
Pewter large cutout owl on concave brass (114) .... .80 


imteo Owl head. Very fine O19.) sock Aa 75 
Brass owl flying among 13 stars & crescent (5) .... .40 
Brass owl on branch. 7 stars in crescent (34) ........ .30 
Irridescent jet, three owls on branch (%) ............008. oD 
Brass owl head, cut steel eyes on steel back (53) .. .25 
brass bifd on milkglase (94) 6.605 60d .30 
Brass cutout Parrot on branch (TY) .....c....0cc.cccceesses .40 
Brass. Three birds under umbrella (1) ...........00.... 40 
PIED, Ti BAUR os ats hi eu ev ea .40 


Two. 1 silver jet. 2 cutout silvered on steel (34)  .25 
Two. 1 silver jet. 2 Four birds on silver jet (34-5)  .30 
Brass. Bird on shield with stars and bars (7%) ........ 25 
Brass ow! cut out in front of nest (34,) ......ccccceecsceeees .20 
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Two. 1 Fly, jet (5). 2 Bird, gold jet (%) ............ .20 
Three brass alike. Stork, temple, 3 birds (5%) ........ 25 
Two. 1 Gold jet. 2 Brass on steel (5%) ................ .35 
Gold and silver jet. Quail and flowers (34) ........ 25 
Two. 1 Silvered. 2 Brass hummingbird (%) ...... 25 
Crane, urn and wolf at one side. Molded Compo- 
al cas csdgosnecsih pads tikaciasnsiecostnasens 25 
peeetn oo: Cock Robin, Brass... (1 9g) ...4...ccccvcccedcvecees 45 
Two children feeding ducks or geese. Brass. (1) .... .30 
Winged figure in tree feeding bird. Bronze. (1144) .45 
Bird in wreath of flower sprays. Brass. (1) ............ .20 
Bird in brass on branches. Back colored. (11%) .... .85 
RP ON DFESCHi: TEGOT, SEATS... 05%) on cciis one geseccdenccseens .30 
MIRRORS 
Fine large one. 8 sided on black base (1)................ $1.15 
TOUNG With DEVEL BAGS (94g ) oo. oo. ccccecpeosessuscnccocosnsesssenes 35 
Two, red and silver in brass four panel (14)............ 35 
Two beveled edges in facets (14-9) ........ccceceeseeeeees .40 


Four, red, blue, amber & green polished glass (44)  .70 
Four Amethyst, black, green, blue. 2 imperfect 


OU aac cca hs sends cs bcck visas, fonssens ete kacceomen amie .60 
Cone shaped top. Six pointed star, ut Eh ee eerie .30 
Cone with eight grooves. Cut (9/)..........ccscsecssseeeeees .35 
Fancy cut silver, and a glass cone in amber. Small .35 

MINIATURES 
Head of lady with dark hair in elaborate silver and 

gold setting. (13%). “Josephine?” ................seceeees $2.10 
Light colored portrait, said to be Martha Washing- 

ton. Very fine brass figured setting. (114).......... 1.25 
Beautiful portrait and setting. (114)........ eee 2.10 

DRAGONS 
Dragon. Not listed by ‘‘Brown.” (114) ...............08. $ .385 
Brass winged dragon with steel moon. (11) ........ .50 
INSECTS 
Dragon fly inlay of pearl on black oval (34) .......... $ .o0 
TOPOBE TCCHC ORR LEAL £95) oon cn nc anvsscnceke ncuron ssencessaenese 15 
Brass cutout butterfly on concave steel back (%) .. .20 


Fly on black ‘‘Pick” button. 2 hole (54) .............. 15 


GLASS BUTTONS 


Peacock eye, green and deep blue. Beauty (14) 
Clamwater glass. 8 pointed star outlined with gold, 

row of blue dots around edge (1A) ....... eee 
Ball type. Lower part stippled. Upper part facets 
Green in fine pattern. Scalloped edge. Ring of 

WIA scx. cc icttincic noob ae. no Awen anon 
All goldstone with silvered center. Large (%) .... 
Fine design with green at base which is reflected. 

Washington Reception 3....6.\swsincdate en aoan 
Eight pointed star and dewdrop on base (%) ........ 
Clear base, milkglass centered with a tiny brilliant 

Bagi eg ea epira oe ely Mine seem ee tol ey wiraee erate? cee ee 
Clear scalloped with base cavity colored design 

filled with milk glass. Paperweight type .......... 
A raised Crown gilded with rows of gilt around. 

Bestty (16) ° asi ne Ge es 
A rose:in all amber giass: (446)  <....cc ata cn. 
Green glass with rain drop base and a circle of stip- 

wine: dn top (64). .c6.. ACS awe eee 
Amber stippled top with plain leaf on top (%) ... 
Amber in design of a seashell (%) ........eceeeeeeceeeeee ees 
Amber cone shape with circle of white .................... 
Oblong opalescent with blue and goldstone (5-34) 
Green cone with five white spots on sides ................ 
All amber barrel shape. Raised ring around (14- 

BY iidiede hictichiic gv eee Se ee 
Honey amber. Very fine design with daisy top (%) 
small blue crackle glass ball. Lovely............0000... 
Fiam Sive convex. Brent oe i ess 
Amber. Beaded edge. Circle with dewdrops (14) 
Deep bine cone with facete..o5..ccse coke 
Green in shape of leaf with leaf design impressed 

(Wie i iis Sen Be ee 
Ball. Black with goldstone and white like slag........ 
Another the same. Under 1% inch......:......0..........0005 
Two red amber. Oval and oblong, nice pattern.... 
Two deep green and bright blue, each with white 

BO Sao ko ARS oes an A ee eae 
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Two. Both white ribbed. One black, one blue spot 
Two. Blue with white spot, white with red spot.... 
UE Wer RT, EE isis os oo ssn ns ccccnesincen ioe 
Two. Plain glass with metal centers both (1,)...... 
Two. 1 blue fluted, white top. 2 Amber, white ring 
Two. Amber, white top. 2 Green beaded............ 
Two balls. 1 Honey amber crackle. 2 Light flecks 
Two clear. 1 Large sunflower. 2 Fine points.......... 
Two. Two different deep blue balls................::::0000 
Two blue. Large beaded small daisy like................ 
Two convex amethyst, tWO SIZES...............-sscsscsesceseees 
We POC TR UIG. | TOE COCs oi cic pcs ko cos edenacene es 
Two. 1 Green ball, 2 small white ball.................... 
Two. Clear with dewdrops and amber star. 2 blue 

Se A FO a io nian wad none ravi sc dnd od ccendestnndene 
Two. 1 Lacy back showing through. 2 Beaded 


he a dang td eink ies ni caw bv een 
MO GIO, PREY COBIITGoo onc ca ccccnicicciccseccnsasseceencs 
TUTOR GIOBE.  TiGG YAVCOI NE ick oicoc.n sii ecdeec cc acseesds sends 


Three. Concave milk and diamond milk and round 

Oo cine pct oseemann stornanagsiense ies tence 
wree tear, Ga, facets, futed.....5....:icccsccemasie 
Three, Amber fluted, Red opalescent..................0008: 
Three, Green, Blue and amber, all facets on balls.... 
Three, Amber, light blue, dark blue, all white cone 


avs aah vss caida sb dnctcy dnc discmw acne 
MEO, CIEE. . FMC: PATCCTUG. 6.0. ci cccc ccc ccscececcsccercsneyenssces 
CEG Car. FIG DALCCIIIG. i on. asc. ss cc ciciescctccccnessaceoey 
Three. Clear ball. Oblong amber silver design, 

small brilliant in metal setting............... cece eceeeee 
Four balls, Blue, green, red, 2reen.................ceeeeeceees 
BO CORE IG TOT ino ics cccs dscns inccisccceoaetsecis 
Four clear. Good design, one cracked.................0000 


Four. Three are old two piece Paperweight types 
and one an amber and brown P. W. all have re- 
i cdud cds seaneaioaddacedcasveceesvares 

Five varieties odd glass............ OD SAE OE RRO RR POCO 

re I Oe asi ncn none cc ceicicenesaciase 

Two. Cone shaped with flat ribbed top. 2 Green 


TOO Sisk ea ee 20 
Two. Two sizes red with fancy rime...................c000 .30 
Two. Oval amethyst in fancy setting. 2 Opaque blue 

CONVOX: I WALTTOW Pio. sss ccs oe ssies es ee: 3) 
I'wo. Two sizes red stones dented rime.................... .30 
Two. Light blue and brilliant blue.....................0...00 .30 
Two. Light blue and white both with goldstone...... .40 
Two. Both brown, one flat, other tall.....................0. 25 
Two. Two lovely blues, opaque.............ccccscsecseceseeeess .35 
Two. Black with goldstone. 2. Large black with 7 

TInGN- OF BONES: U6) cooks eoiiicoecseh ne 25 
Three... Lagnt amber and two red.............0ccc.cseheceisscands .30 
Three. All green, one with etched top...................06. 25 
RePOCR CPORS ON DTOWN SlONGC.. «05.050... 0ccccccsssoccecsscvesdecee 40 
Pee SCN TOE CBG ions inks ives hers esnsoetrinen 15 
ee meme With Taeeis....... 3006s ee ee 15 
PRE ion cc Bie 1d 
DPisnL DIGG CONVEX BWOUG: oo... hs A oissicccsicssscescas 15 
Two. bright blue. Flat and convex..........c....06..c00cc0000 .20 
three dierent black, one large. «06: . i cisecisccsccdecevssass .20 
Three. Plain white, White daisy, white with gold 

se aes yeh pb cpa ie ckasancantsdve oe ios .30 
MN a ioc soo sas gues dds vace scape sesacsyecta¥ous 25 

ORIENTAL 
Looks like a Chinese exhorter, (13) ..........cccccccceceeee $ .55 
Japanese lady with fan, balcony and urn of flowers. 

OE aii et 55 
Another. These are on wood with steel rim ............ 45 
Japanese figure, fan and inscription. Vine. Convex 

k Preece 10 Teel. (10a) i. canine ks .50 
Two Chinese figures. Brass one piece. (34) ............ 15 
Chinese figure etched on oblong jet .......... cece eee cece .30 
Japanese with parasol. Brass (5/g) .........cccccseceeeseescees .20 

MARINES 
Sailing the briny deep. Sailboat. Brass (114) ........ $1.00 
Man in boat. Brass. Sail and lighthouse (13%) .... .40 
Man poling square end boat. Scenery, (114) ........ .30 
Viking ehip. Silver. Very fine (114) o...c.cccesiccécccveveee .50 


Four naval and anchor buttons, different .............. .10 
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GLASS WITH METAL RIMS 


I ee TF nS sa vec cccdcnccgetedenncisssinvte 

I Re Ti UN For cas sin ines hcg ncn guscetecos 
Convex glass with nub in center. Base black six 

point star and dewdrops in brass rim (11)........ 
Opalescent ball with facets in beveled deep brass.... 
Scalloped glass, rub nub top. Brass back and rim 

a TR Repay eee 
Crackle glass with O. G. brass rim (1)...................... 
Brilliant blue ball in beveled edge rim (1/)............ 
Black swirl cord four tiers to peak. Brass rim (%) 
Light opaque blue. Tall with six nubs, fine brass rim 
Deep blue with six low nubs in convex brass (1) .. 
Six clear points in nice brass rim (1)......... cece eeee eee 
Convex red in beveled brass (14 ).............csccsssssseseseee 
Milk glass ball in fine large brass rim (%).............645 
Clear glass form of shell in curved brass (%)........ 
Brignt bile GlASS SAME AS ADOVE. ...0..ccc.cecccccveosesccresesee 
Opalescent ball crackle in high beveled brass (84) 
Swirled cord in clear same aS above ............cceeeee ees 
PAGO BRING BE ABOVE o5 5 ose ccspicsessscsdesecntendues gpuesemeneel 
Convex glass over checkered cies in straight rim 


gcc es as esa ci sk gp 5cap saps chr vane nodes Sia 
Two. 1 Green ball in beveled. 2 Milk ball in mieenes 


gf as os ipa WAGs or nitivn cube cuzvaanstn ed 
Two, ¥ Gry Unusual TYPOS C44) occicices co cccecc Hew cssvcusconcte 
Two. Milk in rope rim. Milkdaisy in deep rim (14) 
Clear and milk cones in brass. TW0.................cceceeees 
Two. Clear nub in fancy rim. Similar in plainer rim 
Two. Crackle glass, 1 plain bevel, 2 ring rim (1/).. 
Two. Milk facets, 2 Milk ball in bevel rim (1/)........ 
Two. Green facets narrow rim 2 tall black in fancy 

eg is cana Tp a vhs ssh ncn gs unis 
Two. Convex glass with colored flowers under 

Brass rim and back in one piece. Unusual (1/).... 
Bright blue with five beads on top. Narrow rim....... 
Green with facets on edge. Brass star in center (%) 
Green with five brass ribs dividing the panels (1/4) 
Convex glass with swirled threads in white on a 
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lavender tit. Narrow brass rim. Rare piece (144) _ .50 
Black Jenny Lind... Brads Di ..is sisi sen cece. 
PAPERWEIGHTS 


Pink Nailsea glass with coil of white from edge to 
tip. Surface stippled with polished six point 


desien at tip. Very beautiful...cc.. 3. c.i.ccweccuc cee $2.60 
Light green base with flecks of white. Convex 
ANG oo icine Wicd nae eee 1.80 
Clear ball with ribbons of white and goldstone in 
ER Te sas iene chavs sna ken 1.55 
Concave with swirl of twisted red, white, blue and 
ree an tmreé Circles £0 Tip........::ccccccctsscticrentewenn 1.90 


Two sticks of candy crosswise, one black and white, 
other pink, white and green, both twisted. Convex 


ETS ae eke ee Se Nie Cr ER eee oe 2 1.20 
Ball. Brown: base with goldstoOne.......cc..ccccessesseveasese 1.25 
Ball. Upper part facets. Red background with 25 

or more green dots. Very beautiful effect............. 2.60 
Convex. Design of white lines over black and 

PON ei oi 5. ayaa necei plo ventas sea 1,25 
Pyramid. Black with white layers. Gilt tip............ 1.00 
Convex, red, blue and gold near surface.................. 15 
Convex (14) Plaid with red, white, blue dot............ .90 
Convex Brown shades in lined desigmn...................0006 75 
Convex Blue shiny flecks on black.....................ssc0008 1.00 


Convex Fine specks of goldstone on black, chipped _ .25 
Flattened clear glass. Cross on top of beads. Inside 


silver finely checkered (5/g)...........ccsccsecsoscsscssscsceess .80 
Two piece metal back Plaid in blue, white and gold. 
DRURIOG CASO 156) 5. vececstgcdisvvesdigtescciianiesciediiass 1.05 
Similar to last in green black and gold. Large 
TEGO SOR) dices iene sicnteess din eit ee 1.30 
Another. Green white, blue and yellow. Convex.... .95 
Two: Wore With stare Off DASE... cc. eewievenes .90 


JEWEL BUTTONS 


PIT. .sccskcaaasvtentissssevetivepeaastivsiascs cate oie adenine es $ .40 
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Roses. Red and green on blue stone.............. cece eens .30 
BEOGOS OFF THRE, VRE) CVC ii, 5.52 scssccceeecneseccsescnseces 45 
Roses on black regular type. Roses off center........ 40 
Rose. Larger on opaque blue. Very fine (1,4)........ 55 
Green stone with Lyre etched on top. Unusual ...... .60 
Five, red, white, green, black, green cone ................ .65 
Stippled gold flower with blue stone center.............. .20 
Green stone stippled sides. Plain top...................06 .30 
Green stone in Gaisy form: FIne...<....c..06.c5c.ccsccsccenctess 20 
Amethyst convex stone with beads around edge...... .60 
Blue stone with band of goldstone outlined with 
oa rig renin dings cdvsnesgcievavoages 15 
PIBC HE BLOONS BAIS BE ADOV ES: o. oo.e..o 05. cc kone esnscecenconasevanees .30 
Half white and half red with goldstone, large. 
css an evoke saan sores .40 
White checkered with fine rim. Large. Over (144) .20 
TEE CONVO 2 FG SOT ann ooo vec cinsoc sesh concckescscecesns .20 
Pee DUGGUS.. Fe TOT CG) ico vicne ccs esescsccscceccsnscecessees 15 
POTN VEG BIOTG BIDAL! SIDS. oo... oe..cccecccccsccsacscceusstenecess 45 
Pe WIT, GGLOTS (CY ) oo onan sss acecscseccsccstiogenctanavens os Ay, 
I nono. 552.5 Bi nnaseseencs channel 25 
Red stone with goldstone.................  bdadiacis tea eee 25 
Red with brown and goldstone. Fine large (1/)...... :OD 
Opaque green with goldstone, fine................ eee 35 
Two. Dile Tacets and Plain DLUC....<............ccccssoscecsese 25 
Two. Green paneled, 2 Amber Facets.................:0068 30 


¥Yg-inch amethyst square stone in beautiful set. (2) .50 
Lovely brass with 9 Brilliants and 4 red stones. 
aca nkg ak 5 cas ckdod stn eanieseandoceoaten’ R45, 
Square blue stone in gilded brass setting. (114) .... .25 
Wide brass rim and lovely red round stone center 


pa chk seek ag ce an sn F has hac bos nnes cuasacaostnns 80 
Amethyst facet stone in figured brass with steel rim .25 


HEADS AND FIGURES 


The ‘‘Auto Girl’ of early days. Brass (134)............ $1.55 

Brass rim, dark figure Knight on Castle parapet 
aes abs canto inch cada ngaccddaSangiscosSanoes 45 

I Be Ry CAG) vnescacdacscasiicstnrssrsoseeccrzavesccses 45 


Brass “The Trumpeter.” Castle & boat (1).............. 45 
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Chinaman under umbrella. Concave brass (1)........ 45 
Heavy brass on steel. Guitar player, Man in the 
PA 4908) foe dn niece oo a 55 
Colonial figure in garden. Bird on hand. Fine (1%) _ .40 
Silvered brass “‘slaying the Dragon” (114).............0 55 
Brass. Battle axe, helmet, spear, etc. (1%%)........... 35 
ea OO UE BATRE.. .. «och canned sn sickens sp aes 35 
“Jupiter & Minerva.’’ Copper mounted on wood. 
reese TOR 1146). .. iii ic eae 15 
Spearing the dragon, Brass blackened (11,4).......... ao 
Sporting. Circus, Animals jumping through hoop 
iss kn shai sca daravba dans bs sachs ss lernctaberesepacnries eneeeeas 1.35 
Winged figure of soldier with sword on a pedestal 
prow Humic. Brass (199) © 0.0.2 5.05:..cceccesccdecioeces 15 
Brass with metal rim “Cupid with bow and arrow’”’ 
DS alesi oie sacisecopebadiveieeser-socteen elevates eres .40 
Warrior on horse with spear. Others soldiers with 
flag and shield. Black jet (15). A beauty ........ 1.35 
Helmeted Knight bust. Brass on steel (1%) ............ .45 
Daten Tower irl CANG). vi. c.ks. cecectcne-sthsiese soscksonnasegucss 40 
Brass Cupid sailing slipper with arrow for mast 
SPU She BRL CLS G)y ics... Kati iiss einen oe aes 50 
mnotner JUG the SAMS :..........snuicini nics haere 45 
Looks like Alpine climber. Houses in distance 
CB sisi ea emenen s.r .50 
Figure on racing horse A) iden aaa .30 
Square with folded corners. Two figures under 
EE OG) | iiicisinisa eevactries eres eerste 25 
“Sir Walter Raleigh” surrounded with circle of cut 
re en a & ce Retna aa sete Re pubeneiery cre eran lee ORE Mn em .40 
WigUre OP SOR ROPES 09% Gg) a occsiieo dics cans cccssenogesuss cheney .30 
Cameo head in brass on pear] (%/g) .........csccscsssescesvees 35 
Pharach head. Concave Drass ...0...5<is.ccccccsediscevoasconrsve .30 
Anette: 3080 the BAM bik ea iii mene .50 
Same im sinetler sine (44) ii Gis. cei Bd 
“Parisian Fops.”’ Two dudes in light metal (%) .... .30 
Same with colored red background (¥%) ............004 25 
Two, A pair of the two last: lots ..c.c.cccciinsis Kanne 45 


Cupid with bow and sheaf of arrows. Brass (%) ..... .15 
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Souers tere well. Brass (64) © .20::...c..600 a iiciencics 20 
i CG) aks oni vccni cc decec ince sis scdessnavers .30 
eT Fe TE GATS oon noose cess Sh cocdscoacdancccbeusenas 25 
ES ge 8S ie eee pee .20 
FIGURES 
Guardian Angel. Silvered on brass, brass rim. 
55 Se ORS a Se ea ager y yet ds. « cecbesh nkerniaty $ .45 
Helmeted figure with shield and mace, (13%) ........ .40 
Two figures at well. Bucket, chain and pulley. 
NE ee ge ke ad css rk .40 
Two Monks with large stein at one side. Brass. 
OR rh ks chk 50 
Beautiful figure with elaborate hat and dress. Flat 
back with high rim. Nice coloring. (13%) ............ 1.50 
Two figures on fence under umbrella on red pearl. 
a Ig sc go as na ee .40 
Lady with Fan. (Millars No. 6). Brass. Fan silver. 
Na ease hccseecadacssuos.s ee a .60 
Two figures in pewter on platform. Lyre between. 
were eee C1) Ck Soi iisisacencs sickened jane cba 55 
Helmeted figure on round panel on square base. 
ao ss sais caa pws dipa ’vgaduisnnvassi miaienaes 55 
Female figure with fine headdress. Stippled back. 
I on rie «sdk ced da ca cn daudecee> .90 


Helmeted figure in brass on fluted steel rim. (114%) .25 
Helmeted figure, Animal on top. Solid brass. (1) .... .30 
Arabian figure in stone. Steel rim. Unusual. (11%) .55 
The Jester. Silvered brass on steel. Square (5%).... .25 
“Wash Day” Five children around two tubs. (13%) 2.10 


HEADS 


Cupid with Bow and Arrow. Brass cut out. Steel 
aie era bce kk cal cs le ca $ .45 

Large head black composition, vine over hair. High 
relief on figured convex back. Shank added. 
ee oe vad ance oc ond so oc ook des 45 

Cameo head all brass stippled rim. (11) ............ .40 
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Figure bust with large decorative hat and ruff. 
CU) son ec nen ee ee ee .60 

Female head with stippled back. Plain rim. Fine 
TOU OI) | i: cons exiv csnsts eden ingesiv hpdicied anaes 55 

Female bust with elongated hair dress. Red color. 
esis svi ng neha tessa gpsesd Pog h teen Rinks eee 40 
Female head. Very fine. Brass. (84,) .....cscsesseesees 45 
One piece head. Oblong. (34X1) .........ccccccceeseesersves .50 
Fenre nead on: flat brass. (94) > 0.6. ie sci cnccpeersecieens 15 


Female head, front view on concave brass. (34) .... .40 
Black gold and silver head on black metal. (34) .... .20 
Two. Both oval intaglio heads on jet. Same figure’ .30 
Two. 1, Helmeted head. 2, Finely dressed bust. 


SI oss Cando a oncseueyl sacnp depaueegheipabbeieriav txceeateeiniarees 20 
Jenny Lind in pure white. Dotted rim ...................... 35 
OT ZAG 1 POALITY “WILE - oscsass icccscogesccesecescadsotnsceserns .35 
Jenny Lind. Larger in white. A dandy. (1A) .......... 1.00 
genny Lind in. opal white. Finesse cccsies ccccseosvennstes .b0 
Jenny Lind High relief. Pure white. Rope rim. Fine. 

esi vonotsex cosine aR oe a 1.05 
ennny Tanda im black. HIRI Vil |. sis sces esi cee tes 45 
Jenny Lind in very dark brown. Unusua!] ................ 95 
Jenny Lind in greenish tint of 21Vay ............eccceeeeee eee 1.00 
Jenny Lind in a brilliant opaque blue. Dotted rim.. .75 
Sey CAE TEE BPO WR ook sien Riess .50 
Jenny Lind in bright transparent green ................608 55 
Helmeted head in white. Dotted rim ........................ .40 
Helmeted head in red brown. Fine ...................ceeeee .40 
PROIIOLO GAR 10 TBR oa Bic viiicics cs vce no sabe ccc ecdadkeoas cokes .35 
Male Nenad facing ere in DIAC ie isk. cos ciecne acts .40 
Male head, same as above, in brilliant blue ............ .60 
Mate Head, same, tm red BrOWND <.00.......cc5 sche ciessonsvess 45 
PGMSlIG NOae tO. 1OTE. 1 DIG ooo ois eines evavicgscoaieoacdiveesas .60 
Two. 1, has two oriental heads. 2, Old Oaken 

PE aa vo is pass avd sp cas Faas in nce .30 
Two. 1, Carved wood head. 2, Composition. Black. 

ae ines caries incites ioeese di nasc .30 
Two fine heads, one on pearl. (1,)...........cccccesesseecoees .50 


Read a: tady...Cotored print; (4 )i..c.5i po. sis ee sig coves 45 
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CAMEOS 
Brass head on jet in beveled brass rim. (114).......... D5 
Light metal head on milkglass. (11%) .............0.. £75 


Black head on light milkglass. Gilt beading. (11%)  .50 
Black glass head with bead circle. Beveled brass. 


ee ead 45 
Milkglass head on lined back in beveled rim. Brass. 

eh doa Saab eadaicocpeanda Sovhdemse esis 40 
Another similar. Different head. (%)...........ccceeeeees 40 
Milkglass, smaller head. Black back, brass rim. 

ae gos Feae gun ak vanlacdeencaeers 19) 
Black head, stippled back, brass rim. (%)..............4. 25 
Carved ivory head. Gold plated mount. Shank ad- 

ded. (7%) decease aceebewcsnccrericcccscsenccescscceceoecceescnseesees sees .60 
Two milkwhite in brass rims. Nice. (%-34,)............4. 50 
Very fine white head in brass rim. (34))...............006 .30 
Two. Brass heads. One on pearl, one on black. (34) .45 
White front face on black glass. (%)............ceeeeeee 55 
Brass silvered head on black glass. (%).............:06 25 
Brown composition head. Brass heart rim. (34)...... 25 
Black composition head. Solid. (114) .........cceeeeeeeees 25 
Two black composition heads. ‘Pick’ buttons. | 

LSS & eye eee pe Pee eNO Neda ere ars. ogee he .30 
Pick head (1). Another marked “Pat. 1880.” (11%)  .50 
Two black. One “‘pick,’’ one French (114).............. .40 
Tin Type, Female head, brass rim. Fine. (14) .... 1.10 
Tin Type, Female head, also fine. (1) ............0.... 1.15 
Tin Type, Male head, fine Brass rim. (1/4) .............. 1.20 
Tin Type, Male head, extra fine rim beaded. (14) .. 1.35 

HISTORICAL 

Eytamid and Sphinx, Brasa. €94)  .0:..0.600c.--.scccecdevecss $ .20 
Alexander the Great, Brass darkened. (114) ........ 95 
Captain Kidd on flat back. Nice. (114) ............. ee. 1.55 
Cleopatra. Brass. Fine design. (11) ............... 30 
Set Molly Pitcher, Paul Revere, Pocahontas, Liberty 

Bell and The Globe. Not very old Brass (1) .... .85 
Large G. A. R. made by four different makers ........ .10 


Highland Cadets 1860-1875 Worcester, Mass. ........ 25 
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ANIMALS 


Crane feeding wolf, 1 piece. Silvered. Paris. (1144) $ .50 
Androsphinx. Lion body on elegant rug. Silvered. 


CP ic ianceasksvnbieisc Milinsas HEEL ee oe ee 1.20 
Driver and four horses on square panel. Round. 

border. (11%) jis dih eee apenas ees 40 
Three children, one riding the goat. (7) A .30 
Camel and rider. Pewter cutout on wood. Brass 

FIM. ETM a): .o5o5sceciantvees 4 tees a .55 
Archer in Chariot. Cutout brass. (%) ...............eeee 25 


Two. 1, Camel and rider, repaired. 2, Dragon (1) .40 
St. Bernard dog with life saving kit around neck, 
just head and shoulders like cameo form. Promi- 
nent brass with steel points for eyes and chain on 
neck and keg. Very fine and unusual piece. (134) 4.00 


Boar’s head, brass in concave. Fine (11)................ 3D 
eas TWO WOUNGS AL} oc kvaiee iS ee lee ees .35 
Fox head.on concave brass. G1). ¢:..:..s60ck... ees .35 
Two rabbits. Silvered brass. Brass rim. Steel back. 
hw siad Cisse ora et ee $1.00 
Two rabbits on concave back. (5).................sccseeseeee .20 
OS is caeuasvak sca shvssveccensestPitenabinvceer eek 15 
Horse and jockey over hurdle. Carved pearl. Fine. 
1 ae eo 2 PO Im amen anemone Cac ser Anat SRN Ps nN 1.00 


Horse head in black cameo. Beveled brass rim. (Tp) .50 
Horse and rider over hurdle. Tree and Mts. Brass. 


OF hi ond cctools a .80 
Horse and fady rider. Brass. (5/a) -..ccis.0ssaditieessicsass oss 25 
Horse and rider. Same as above, silvered brass. (5) .30 
Fox holding goose in mouth. Pewter. (34) .............. BA) 
Elephant. Silver jet. Very fine. (%)..........ccccceceeceeeeee .65 
inom on: rocks. Tree. Grass. (29%) 22.53. gids ccs.cs. .85 
Lion and design. One piece. Cut steel points. (114%) .20 
Lion rampant. Wood back. Brass rim. (114).......... 25 
LARATG, Pewter, ONE PIECE; C1) sviccssivcccccisseceiecsarndace .30 
Cat head. Brass. Cut steel eyes, on steel. (14)........ 75 
Cat head. iack jet With Poldac si... nick: 45 


Cat in basket. Black jet. Edge chipped some. Nice 
gh SORE ERIE SITIO EEE eS eee ay Ae REE DREN .25 
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Squirrel. Pewter dice design. (5/g)...........csccceeceeseeees 35 
eR EC aoc ocd ccscnsen cucessctahgaveoees .50 
Deer design in wreath. All silver laid on composi- 

tion that looks like bone. Fine. (34)............::.c0088 .65 
Deer, foliage, etc. Very fine design. (13).............. 35 
Deer on concave brass. Nice. (1) ...........ccccsccecsscesees 25 
Deer on convex brass. Slightly dented. (1)............ 30 
Deer design with Prince’s plume. (3/4)............::cse00 15 
Deer, Two in forest. Gold jet. (84,) ...........:sccsseesseeseees .20 
Deer in forest, Eagle and trees. Brass. (3/,)............ .10 
Deer’s head. Fine design. Brass colored. (114)...... 15 
Deer’s head with antlers. Brass. (1)............c.ceeceees 30 


Dog in doghouse, Rooster on roof. Brass. (11%).... 1.07 
Dog. Hound’s head in hunting horn. Heart deiine 


border Perms Fire Ca) ioc ance sc eos scsi odeweegiss 25 
Dog. Bulldog head in square on round back. (%)..... .20 
Dog head. Composition brown. Made in Paris. (¥%)  .40 
Dog. Three hounds in brown jet. (34,)..........::cceeeeee .20 
Dog looking around fence. Brass. (13) ............006 .70 
Dog. Two greyhounds back to back. Brass. Convex. 

| Rapes ney se eospeneeree eee er mierermerer rappee ric sta ede 15 
Dog. Two on silver jet with some sad: Fine. (1).... .50 
Dog. Small head on steel. (44)......cicc...c ccc sccccsoenctcceess .20 
Dog. Two on chase. Hunter in rear. Silvered. (1) .70 
Oe RE ee ee OT) nasi once sc ce ck ccdescesccnn ens 20 
Dog. Head in brown composition. (1).............sccceeees 25 
Dragon. No. 1 ‘“‘Dorothy Foster Brown” in Hobbies. 

aii ae oo oe sa ss sts pn oa sadn albnps Wenaane hcp .30 
Flying Fish. Brass silvered. (84,)...........csccscssssscsscescess .20 
Butterfly. Brass colored on black. French. (84)...... .30 
Lion lying down in jungle. Brass. (1)...................0. 25D 


Two. Lion same as last. 2, Carved wood head. (34) .25 
Two. Deer head, composition. 2, Deer head, brass. 


SERS ASS SS Rep Re RHERN eens es CORO BO BEEN SSA ef BEE 15 
Two. Head in gold jet. 2, Dog, irridescent jet. (34) .20 
Two. Small deer. 2, Horse (86-1/)...........ccsscssecsseess 25 


Two. Fox head, brass. 2, Dog carrying basket. (14- 
epee bp eas css Sac cs esd oe entwcsn sca 2d 


Two. Camel’s head and entire camel, both advertis- 


BG EE Shins ccdcdsctbavacesinsar kas ss ee eee 15 
Two. Wild boar. 2, Deer. Both black jet. Fine. 

OY cides apiece nels Jaws ads katie Fae Ade 15 
Two. Rat, gold jet. 2, Wolf head. (34)..............c008 .20 
Two. Teddy bears, two different. (%,-34,).............06. .30 
Two. Beetles, brass. (34), brass and steel. (1) .... .30 
Blue stone with dog in white. Rare. (1) ............0.. $1.30 

SPORTING 
Falconer on horse with dog and bird. Brass, Steel 

RU EE sd cosines ore sea $ .50 
Huntsman, 3 dogs on leash. Brass. (114%) ............ 45 
The Kill. Man, foot on animal. Woods and castle. 

Me RS ati) Gd eed ee 75 
Sporting. Buck on lined background. Brass. Very 

TO ED). sine ad duis ad oi ee on .65 
Dog worrying stag. Irridescent jet. (84) .............00 35 
Wild Boar, Brass, panelled back. (11%) ........0..000. $1.25 
Two pheasants. Fine back and beveled figured rim. 

I Fis iveh visinn csi anciiigahes iin Shit cied A ee .85 
Antlered deer. Inscribed on rim “Boston Shooting 

ee ees oe Oe MN” 01 +) oo ckavcnveesccsccdevs euceeves 1.40 


Dog caught rabbit, same inscription as above. (1) .. 1.05 
Elephant with rider on neck with spear. Brass. 


IE pigoccteke as dinenadiges cats hae 2.25 
Stork and rabbit. Top dented in somewhat. Brass. 

ED = eekce peinesaes sis tbs so tengieeatecceeand wien eae ivans oe das 45 
The old powder horn hanging on the wall. (5%) ...... .20 
ENAMELS 
Enameled Flower. Steel points rim. Fine. (11%) ....$ .45 
Enameled just the same in 5-in. SiZe ................c0eeees .30 
Square enameled colored flowers. Fine (5) ........ 25 


Very beautiful enamel blue with pink and blue 
flowers. Row of cut steel points on rim riveted on 
WON AROS: vases oath ican ee hea .90 

Fine small enamel and 2, brass dragon. (34) ........ 25 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Head with wings. Two horns in mouth. Very fine. 

2: SCOR aeons EE OME a BE TM NPE ok emer bey TS 28 45 
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Brass darkened Battle axes, spears, etc. (114) .... 
Bishop’s Miter Silver on copper. Convex. Made by 
“Williams & Son, London’ (19) © si. cus. seen. 
Massachusetts State seal. Brass two sizes 1850- 
das apc ee 


JET 


Moses in the Bullrushes. Jet irridescent. (34) ........ 
Very elaborate figure in silver jet. (%) .......ccsseee 
Very fine intaglio helmeted head. Round black jet. 

i a ce eg erred acs vantakccpaose sh Qalioineededs 
Two fine jet heads in black. One repaired. (%) .... 
Two different intaglio jet heads. Round. (%%) ........ 
Two. Two figures on gold jet. Fine. 2, Man in 

RRS 1 Ee Sieg eA a fee” art oe Noa ne IRE oe 
Two. Nice heads, one not very old. .............ceceecesceeeers 
Three. Three different black jet heads. Nice ........ 
Three oblong black jet heads, one intaglio ............ 
Three nice heads, different from any others. Brass 
10 oblone jet. with wold: designs «. ........025..sscssivecdetgaees 
10 round jet with gold deSigns ................ccececeeeeeeeees 
Two jet same daisy design. One silver. 1 irridescent 
Black jet Urn of flowers. Beaded edge (114) ........ 
Ee Fe Ce iso acne ci icv ceccee comonececosse ssi 
ee te Fey FOUL, 49s) oii coo nid ooo sc che cancbeneas eee 
Two fine irridescent jet designs (84) ...........cecceeeeeeeee 
Oblong square jet with painted spray of flowers .... 


WAV WICE. BIIVEL FOS MELO ENS oi oieo oo nso. ssn ceo vetsvapaseanees 
Very beautiful designed jet. Pagoda, trees. (114) 
Two very fine recessed jet castles. (14-%) .......... 
Three. Two silver and one irrdescent jet. Fine. 

rs oO ai ah oO a sak gach cathe iv nas Camere ok 
Three jets. Black, gold and silver. Nice. (%-3%,) .. 
eS iia ace edocs ccasecdescueccccinges 
Three fine jet. Irridescent and gold. (34))................ 

NOVELTY 

Rees ee Ce a ei aS 


ER I Cs Sage eS ana © Rene emer Amn BD OEY 
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MUSIC BUTTONS 


Mikado opera scene. Four figures. Brass. (13) ....6 .70 
One of the Muses. Playing Lyre, Shield, Brass. 


RRS ei a eee tise ERA RIE EP EE .80 
Clown playing guitar among flowers, brass. Steel 
PRAIA a cde oestirass eee ae 40 
Figure playing horn in a network of vines. (13%) .... .50 
Madame Butterfly. Brass concave shell. (114) ........ .00 
Woman in hammock, playing guitar, Dog at side. 
BYR Rie ae CRB ase eh eS 1.40 
Madame Butterfly. Different from previous. Rope- 
BT BAAD: 55 eget Ss sar tas eed eg hie .40 
BUILDINGS 
Called “Old Street Lamp,” Buildings, etc. (14)........ $1.50 
Log Cabin in the mountains (13) ..............ccccceeeeeeeee 65 
Large mill with flag. Waterwheel. Brass. (1)........ .30 
Holland windmill, boat, house, etc. (%).................. .35 
Building with two towers, bridges, trees, etc. (114%) .40 
Holland windmill, house, fence, birds. (11)............ 35 
Seven. or more biiidinws.. (186). ic is ince .40 


Building with tower. Fine rim. Heart pattern. (13%) .50 
Mill, birds, etc., in square recessed panel on round 
pack. jet. Lovely; - (4) 2.44. cache oie .40 
Mili with’ wheel.~Gold: tet. (VQ) i. cei catieescecvenses .30 
Cut out ship and lighthouse on pearl. Brass rim. (5) .55 
Chinese and a round two-story bldg. Carved Car- ; 


-nelian. Oval gold setting. (1x%).......... eee 1.05 
Two. Two different Charter Oak. (5%)............0.0... .25 
Figure in tower. Steel Brass rim. (1)...............ccc0ce0e. mu 
Two one piece. Same windmill, one all pewter. (34) .20 
Three lovely little designs. (14 to ¥) .......c cee oD 
Three. Different mills. Two brass, one irridescent. 

CFS ee uigacec thd pitbacd wap etic eee .30 
Three one piece. Chinese designs. Two concave. 

De iia, cur eeere cs ibaa Sha piugts sion ay .30 
Three different brass towers. (3/4,)..........cccccsesscsscssces .30 
‘ERPOO. tere Girerent.. 654, } on... i Reeser bens .30 


Three, silver, pewter or light material. (14-%)........ 25 
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Three brass rims. Light center picture. (%)............ 25 

Three fine designs. Brass, (9/g)........s.:ssccssccsssscossseees 30 

Gargoyle on corner of building. Brass. (114) ........ $25 

Ancient castles, tree and boat. Brass (11,4) ............ 25 

Black stone with ‘‘Colosseum”’ in relief .................... 45 
FLOWERS 


Figure blowing horn. Flowers. Colored red. (1). 
And a wall with palm trees. (34). Two pieces ....$ .25 
Triangular design in fine metal with horse shoe and 


roses. Light on dark with brass rim (134) ............ .65 
Brass one piece flag. Raised Urn, flowers, etc. (1144) .15 
Spray of flowers on silver jet (%) ...........csecssececeeeeees 25 
Two fine flower designs (11-114) ou... eee eeee eee .20 
Three fine flower designs (1-114-114) ....... ee. 15 
Paperweight type. 4 crossed blue lines on black. 

gs pete Eas <a calde icy aa aswads ss srqcos dens vaticdenen’s .60 
MONGE. DOLE TER BNE THOT «.....ccc ssi cec ck ecdis ccc dncasees .50 
Roses. Red, gold and light green on dark green. 

as tak cs aud anda pannk ca bawasenepaeeaaies 10 
Roses. Red, green and gold on dark blue ................ .60 
Roses. Red, green and gold on dark blue, different .65 
Roses. Red, blue and gold on green .................0eceeee .70 
Roses. Green and red on brown. Unusual ............ .80 
Pewee. OG BR COLE OF DICK iiike conc iocs ccccnnseccecedesse 55 
Roses. Red, green and gold on blue. Larger ............ .65 
Impressed spray of flowers in blue ...............cececeeeeeees .50 
PGW CAISY HIKE if NIG! SCHUING ic ioc. icic. secs ccsescsestinenccsse 25 
Brass large butterfly and flowers Concave (114) .... .25 

LAMINATED 
Fine pearl center with steel cut points and silvered 
age ik eh ove hs ae teks ovboddaaiev si ew $ .50 
STEEL CUT | 
mee. Petes OE Tema C12). ocean eens vdncseis cn teadeacecd 3 °.20 


Four rows of cut steel points in circle. (114) ........ 15 
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ASTRONOMICAL 
Man in the Moon, with stars. Brass (1) ................ $1.30 
Brass Pine tree and star (94) ....0.c5.cccsccsecseqctuscevconastes 25 
CALICOS 
Lot Gf 20 Gil erent GCRNGOK. 6cc6 oii Ae Nini $1.30 


STORY OR CLASSIC 
William Tell shooting apple from son’s head. (114) $4.00 


Gondolier. Man poling boat (F) in bow. (11/)...... .60 
Knight in boat, Lady on bank. (134)................ ee eeeee .50 
Midsummer Night’s Dream. Brass. (11/).............. .90 
ZODIAC, “Sagittarius.”’ Brass. 1 piece. (34))............ 1.05 
Pierrot & Pierette. Brass on light back. Brass rim. 
2 BAR eee Rr many. ee air ere aly eee SOMES ay cos .70 
Cupid & Psyche, garden wall. Light. Brass rim. 
Ie oisbis dnssctsnd bckw inal acai hao eae .65 
St. George & Dragon. Brass on light. (114)............ .3D 
Humptelstiiskin:: Brass: €1 U6) 6.65 .kecicalvases es Ki aeons .50 


Child under umbrella at Fountain with bowl. (1144)  .55 
Rip Van Winkle, Brass cut out on wood, Brass rim. ; 

SES ee Ona: Ane Une ine EOS. Yoeeope. yor ee .90 
Don Quixote jousting at the Windmill. Fine. (1144) 1.50 
Minnehaha (Millars No. 43). All brass. Fine. (1%) 1.20 


Winged figure riding on Dolphin. Reins. (13%)...... .50 
Helmeted head. A lizard (?) on top, on white back 

with brass beveled rim. (13) ............c.ceseceseeeeeees .40 
Two. Pharaoh head in two sizes. (84-114,)............... .30 
Maude Muller, Two figures in gold jet. (%) ........ .35 
Pickwick, Coat and tall hat cut out showing cloth. 

OF evs ii shed ei pintv reins cue ei eh eee .90 
Winged figure with arrow beside lion. Brass. (1144) .40 
Punchinello & Harlequin. Brass. (11/).................... .50 
Winged animal in triangle. Cutout brass on wood. 

CEMA > isdaseciich in tise We eying Sea ccrsness eae eee 30 
Springtime. Winged figure among flowers. Butter- 

OS TE ok costo Aenea ea 35 


Archer in Chariot and fur. Brass, fine design. (1).. .35 
Brass drumhead type, engraved, Juggler, etc. (%) .15 
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Shepherd driving rams outside wall. (34)................ .50 


Little Red Ridinghood. One artist’s conception of 
this. Wolf and fence. Cut out light composition 
ie asa hr cekg sia ciwipentn 15 


Knight holding barred door. Gun metal. Fine. (138) 1.05 
Jupiter & Minerva. Brass on wood. Brass rim. (114) .55 
Two. 1, Mercury. Brass. 2, Man with trident. Brass 


i SIRE EE BARC oc itis ait se Fevign we ae RE sme 
Two. 1, Figure with battle axe. 2, Helmeted head. 

“by an EROS Ty BLE cae OES ROR Meare eae a ae Ree SOE Stor .20 
Finely colored portrait in brass rim with larger dark 

Pit Wt GOP Or 0G iva ee in isaac edeeehe 1.65 
Lovely little portrait in cutout setting. (%).............. .80 
Fortran, calied “Madam Dubarry.” (84) ccc.555..500. 1.05 
Another fine portrait of an old lady. (%)................ 5 
Same type, but looks like a colored print. (3/4,)........ .60 
Winged bust of child, colored on steel. (114).......... .50 
Lovely little painted bust in enamel. Scalloped edge. 

PRG. 06 OPEN: 096) sino hci Risk vccin eee ae .80 

MILITARY 

Coat of Arms. (Millar No.. 58). Fine. (114) ........ $ 86 
Massachusetts Independent Corps of Cadets, two 

sizes. Large 26 stars, small 21 stars ......55005...0.00: .65 
New Hampshire Vol. Militia 1850-1895, Ship, etce..... .55 
ete PW EOP BEA ce ccicns oecliiecvesesdeuces .40 
WOE WEP: MCGICE). CORDS 2ossiiie vince side ncteee secs wapents 20 
Four naval and anchor buttons, different ................ .25 

RAILROADS 

Be ii ks hve ca cnnpssatvbditcnssecnn nds $ ..35 
“Bp & A.” and “Pullman”. Brass ‘.:.;..:iccccccsoccccocseses .10 


N. Y., N. H. & H. Four varieties. 3 Brass, 1 silver .15 
Worcester St. Ry. Consolidated. Brass and silver. 2 .15 


. 
ee 


SEMI-PRECIOUS 


Black inlaid with circle of white and goldstone ...... 
Black inlaid with different coloring. ..........cccccccccseceeee 


White stone with 8 pointed red star. Fancy rim. - 


ERE cncrs ioee cccnee sone cs dee ehvendee ea nde 
Blue stone with 7 dots of gilt. Fine rim. (4A) ........ 
Black stone surrounded by 8 stippled gold cones and 

an outer rim. Fine. (5) ....... <iidude ca nip vengeance ies. 
Same with silvered cones. (1/4) .....ccccccsscseceseeecescceeees 
Same. Silvered cones with blue stone. (14) ............ 
Same. White stone and gold cones and rim ............ 
Red and pink striped slag in regular setting ............ 
Amethyst, finely designed stone with gold top ........ 
Two. White Greek cross and white star ...............0 
Two. Brown stone and green stone both inlaid. Fine 
Two. Convex black with threads of white across 

too: 2, Bidck estar. Stippled: back ...c.ce 
Two. Small black. 2, Brown slag. Good ................ 
Two. Small amethyst and a large amethyst. Fine .. 
+ wo... derent BIACK Atones .05.4..oR ARs 


NPE our be crix avis Suc Judversds eeceiniss moein ths LE ee 
Two. Green stone. 2, Round black ball in gold ...... 
Two... Two unustial White Stones s4i6ii.icsen, cesses 
Two. Opaque light blue. 2, Opaque, darker blue .. 
Two. Opaque blue daisy. 2, Opaque blue, white 

ET oa end ee Waneieictisens Niccolo ie inipechecenee 
Two: IT wo, white varieties. -NMice ©).0...is.sscévsccosarciees 


Two. Pearl. 2, Band of red and white across top .. 


Fwo varieties white. . Larger size... n8 ks cise 
eiV0 2mee. seiall White. 66 ce cee ee 
Two small stones in large settings. (14-5) .........0.. 
Three with brilliants center. Elaborate settings .... 
Three. Red, black and white stones in large set- 

PGW ooo sie iA Teka I. 
Four. Briliants: in. nite: s@thiiis iis i ispccccssseccececvae 
Letter “B’’ engraved on pearl in heavy gold setting 
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A gorgeous portrayal of the glory of buttons. 


“BUTTON CLASSICS” 


BY L. ERWINA COUSE 


The final authority on expensive buttons in every 
classification. A thousand pictorial illustrations of 
the rarest and most beautiful buttons in the best col- 
lections. Many pages in colors. Fine printing and 
binding. An enviable addition to any library. 


“hy pe LIGHTNER PUBLISHING CO. 


2810 So. Michigan Chicago 


I will buy your buttons for 


CASH 


References, (by permission) Hobbies Magazine. 


Appraisal and remittance immediately. 


MRS. R. F. HATFIED 


4820 W. 24th Street Cicero, Illinois 


1 also buy all kinds of antiques, old musical instruments, glass marbles, 
Indian books, crazy quilts, early American costumes, early embroidery, 
needlework, jewelry, etc. 
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Hobbies Magazin 
e 
PUBLISHED MONTHLY, carries a regular 
department devoted to old buttons, giving 
news of the button clubs, auction prices, 


research articles, pictures, advertisements 
of dealers and offers to buy, sell and trade. 


Subscription $2.00 a year. 
Single copy 25c. 


2810 South Michigan Ave., Chicago, III. 


Attention Button Collectors! 


The following items are available and will form valuable additions to 
your collection: 


1. Card State Seal buttons showing buttons of the 48 States together 
with one Army and Navy button—price $2.50 per card postpaid. A 
gold plated seal of the United States approximately 2” in size can 
be added to the above card for 50c extra. 


. Card 15 buttons showing authentic designs worn by Famous Regi- 
ments of the U. S. Price $1.00 postpaid. Includes such items as 
New Haven Grays, 23rd New York, National Lancers, reproductions 
of 18th Colonial Artillery. 


. Beginners—Those wishing to form a collection of uniform buttons 
find this assortment of 100 different patterns—no duplicates—of 
considerable interest. Price is $3.00 per assortment packed bulk. 
Includes such patterns as G.A.R., Civil War Staff buttons, Lodge 
buttons, etc. 


. Miscellaneous Assortments: 


One pound assortment of vegetable ivory buttons—60c per pound 
postpaid. 5 ; ' 

One pound assortment molded plastic dress trimming cloak and suit 
buttons—60c per pound postpaid. ; 3 } 

One pound assortment of metal dress trimming, boys’ clothing, etc., 
patterns—85c per pound postpaid. 


The Waterbury Button Company Connecricur 


ESTABLISHED 1812 
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C. W. BROWN 
13 Park Road Ashland, Mass. 
OLD BUTTONS BOUGHT AND SOLD 


I will buy your good old buttons for cash or I will sell them for 
you on commission at my monthly auction sales of buttons. 


Write me what you have for sale. 


C. W. BROWN, Auctioneer 


Buttons Bought and Sold 


Large selection to choose from. 


We are sending APPROVALS to Collectors, in all 
parts of the U. 8. 


Why not try an Approval from us? 
We also Appraise Buttons. 
THE A. B. C. SHOP 


Antiques, Buttons & Coins 
22-24 North Water Street New Bedford, Mass. 


FOR SALE 


Old Buttons of all kinds—netsuki, jet, paperweight, calico, military, opera, 
fairy tale, animals, Sandwich, Indian buttons, gem buttons. 


DOLLS, GLASS, MINIATURES, SLIPPERS, TOOTHPICK HOLDERS, SALT 

AND PEPPER SHAKERS, OPEN SALTS, GOBLETS, PITCHERS, INDIAN 

RELICS, COINS, MINERALS, FOSSILS, INDIAN JEWELRY, RUGS, BASKETS 
& POTTERY, NOVELTIES, MUSIC BOXES, CATALOGUE 5c. 


Stoo and see me on U. S. Highway 24. 
We have nine rooms full of curios, etc. 


VERNON LEMLEY OSBORNE, KAN. 
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